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USD stays bright despite San Diego blackout 
By Bernadette Smith 
Campus experienced a mere 
30 seconds of power loss during 
the massive county-wide blackout 
last Thursday while thousands of 
San Diegans were faced with miles 
of traffic gridlock, overburdened 
cellular communications and delayed 
emergency services. Although campus 
was officially closed on Friday - like the 
rest of the county's schools - daily life 
for on-campus residents carried on as 
usual for the entire length of the outage, 
complete with electricity. 
According to Vice Provost and Chief 
Information Officer Chris Wessells, 
USD's excellent emergency planning 
programs set the university apart from 
other colleges and universities, which 
was a major contributing factor to 
campus' retention of power during the 
blackout. 
"Clearly, with over 2,500 students 
living on campus, we have special 
requirements that must be met," 
Wessells said. "The University executed 
very well in the wildfires of 2007, 
and fortunately with careful planning 
and experience we handled the power 
outage of 2011 with relative ease." 
According to USA Today, a vice 
president for Arizona Public Service 
said that the power outage, which was 
triggered by a tripped power line near 
a Yuma, Ariz, power substation, was 
not a "deliberate act," but rather the 
result of an employee who was "just 
switching out a piece of equipment that 
was problematic." 
The reason why the power outage 
extended beyond the Yuma area into the 
greater Southwest remains a mystery, 
and according to MSNBC, the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission 
announced last week that it will 
launch a probe to determine the cause. 
Nearly 5 million people in the areas of 
Orange County and San Diego County, 
Calif., Yuma County, Ariz, and parts 
of northern Mexico were hit by the 
blackout. 
While the rest of the county 
was left to fend without power, USD 
students enjoyed the many electricity-
powered activities of a back-to-school 
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The massive power outage lastThursday, which originated at a power substation near Yuma, Ariz., left 5 million people in the Southwest without electricity. 
luau uninterrupted. 
"I was on campus most of the 
evening and saw many students come 
out of their residence halls - including 
University Terrace Apartment residents 
- to enjoy a previously planned back-
to-school luau in the Student Life 
Pavilion's Plaza Mayor," Vice President 
of Public Affairs Pamela Gray Payton 
said. "Students were enjoying good 
food, an electric powered band and 
great company." 
USD was able to keep all of the 
lights on because of the extensive 
system of back-up generators that were 
installed as part of a long term project. 
"Years ago, Roger Manion, our long­
time assistant vice president of Facilities 
Management, and our former vice 
president of Finance and Administration 
Paul Bissonnette, had the foresight to 
acquire a back-up generator for USD," 
Gray Payton said. "As a result, USD 
can provide itself with power during an 
emergency situation." 
The massive 6 MW generators are 
powered by diesel fuel and can provide 
up to 32 hours of uninterrupted service. 
They are designed to provide power 
indefinitely in emergency situations 
as long as the diesel fuel source is 
replenished. 
A secondary layer of protection, 
termed Uninterruptable Power Supplies, 
is a large array of batteries which are 
meant to protect USD's servers and 
network infrastructure. Information 
Technology Services closely monitored 
the status of USD's critical systems 
during the blackout to ensure that all 
systems continued functioning normally. 
The Department of Public Safety 
also played an important role, utilizing 
the Blackboard Connect system to 
communicate with students, faculty 
and staff about campus procedures. The 
system delivered voice, text and email 
messages, and ITS coordinated with 
Public Affairs to keep the USD website 
updated. 
"USD should be very proud to be 
one of the shining examples of how 
to function and maintain a safe and 
vibrant campus in a serious crisis such 
as the power outage of last Thursday," 
Wessells said. 
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Honduran natives participate in the "charla" - or "chat" - in which Medical Brigaders 
instruct on proper personal hygiene practices. 
Brigaders give med aid to 
Honduras, Panama City 
By Nazin Sedehi 
After their successful trip to 
Honduras where they provided medical 
services to over 1,300 people, USD 
Medical Brigades is in the midst of 
planning their third brigade to Panama 
City. The week-long brigade, set to 
take place in January, will serve the 
small towns and communities outside 
of Panama City, the impoverished 
outskirts of a developed urban center. 
"When faced with poverty, many 
have to choose between giving their 
kids food or medication," Medical 
Brigades President James Walston said. 
"We believe that access to medication 
and treatment is a basic human right." 
On each brigade, students, doctors, 
nurses and dentists arrive with suitcases 
filled with medications, supplies and 
clothing to distribute. 
"We try to promote little things 
to them, like brushing their teeth to 
prevent cavities and drinking clean 
water," Medical Brigades Vice 
President Shane Smith said. 
Triage, dental, OB/GYN, 
pharmacy and other stations are setup 
in each community that the group 
visits, allowing the participating 
See MED, Page 3 
Campus pulled onto new site 
By Bernadette Smith 
A new social networking site 
called CampusPull.com is boasting 
the ability to pull students together by 
"reinventing the college community." 
Growing at a rate faster than Facebook 
in its beginning stages of creation, 
Campus Pull is meant to serve as a 
communication platform where all 
types of campus clubs and organizations 
can post events, advertisements and 
announcements. The site asks members 
to set up a password-protected account, 
providing email addresses and cell 
phone numbers, which are then used to 
send mass messages to subscribing club 
members. 
The philosophy behind Campus Pull 
is similar to the early days of Facebook 
when membership was limited to only 
students with college email addresses. 
On the site, universities are equated with 
"communities," and only members of 
the same community can communicate 
and view each others' profiles. Clubs 
and organizations within a community 
can then register and mass text, mass 
email and post event invites and other 
invitations to students' profiles. 
"Campus Pull is a really unique 
idea that has the potential to reach a 
significant number of students on any 
campus," USD Community Director 
John Godfrey said. "My hope is that 
students will safeguard themselves 
properly as they should with any 
online application or website. This is a 
budding website and if used properly it 
could significantly impact any campus 
climate." 
Campus Pull has been very 
well received by USD students so 
far, with nearly 500 students and 20 
groups, including Torero Program 
Board, already registered. The USD 
administration has not yet formerly 
taken a position on the site. No student 
governing bodies such as the Interclub 
Council have joined the site yet, but the 
Student Athletic Advisory Committee 
has had discussions to adopt the website 
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for athletics on campus. An anonymous 
source within the USD administration 
expressed concern over how the site 
could potentially be used, especially 
in the case of partying and underage 
drinking. The source also pointed out, 
however, that administrators were 
See PULL, Page 2 
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did just fly by 
Sophomores Hannah Hassinger and Melissa Coleman plan out their carpooling trips to campus using Zimride. 
By Nazin Sedehi 
At USD, we are all somehow 
familiar with the concept of foreign 
languages. We have either befriended 
fellow students of various cultural 
backgrounds, enjoyed traveling, or 
completed the three-semester core 
language requirement for graduation. 
I happen to love any and all 
languages. I love hearing, speaking, 
and learning languages. Even 
the most dreary and common of 
sentences can sound remarkably 
exotic to me when said in a foreign 
tongue. 
Perhaps part of the interest lies 
in the fact that I, like the author of 
a recent Time Magazine article 
about language speed, believe that 
languages I do not understand seem 
to be spoken at a ridiculous, record-
breaking rate. The speed, to an 
outsider, automatically implies the 
speaker's great skill and the dialect's 
immense difficulty. 
One such language is Spanish, 
a language that, until recently, 
I believed to be impossible to 
comprehend outside of the classroom 
and in any form of real conversation. 
It has taken me five years of study 
and a summer-long trip to Spain to 
understand more than every fourth 
word on Spanish telenovelas. 
On the other hand, I am also 
accustomed to the surprise on 
people's faces when I zoom through 
conversations with my family in my 
native Farsi. 
The basis for the long-assumed 
idea that some languages really are 
spoken faster than others, regardless 
of one's familiarity, was a study 
recently published by the journal 
Language. 
But the blogger went even 
further and introduced a dilemma 
involving translations that I had 
never considered. If some languages 
are inherently spoken faster than 
others, then shouldn't the subtitles 
on foreign films speed by on the 
screen to keep up with the pace of 
the language of the original version? 
If not, shouldn't the movie take twice 
as long for all other people to watch? 
According to Time Magazine, 
researchers from the Universite 
de Lyon in France recruited 59 
volunteers to read some 20 different 
texts into recording devices. The 
group of volunteers included native 
speakers of English, French, German, 
Italian, Japanese, Mandarin, Spanish 
and Vietnamese. The researchers 
then counted all of the syllables in 
each volunteer's recordings. The 
researchers then created an arbitrary 
scoring scale to compare all of the 
other languages to Vietnamese, the 
most information-dense language 
of the group,, to judge how much 
information was packed into their 
syllables. 
The blog also reported the 
unexpected results of the study. 
English, one of the slower languages, 
is spoken at an average rate of 6.19 
syllables per second. The words in 
leisurely languages like English, 
French, German and Mandarin are 
able to connote meanings that are 
only expressed in longer phrases in 
languages that sound increasingly 
hurried. Japanese, spoken at an 
unbelievable average rate of 7.84 
syllables per second, beat Spanish 
for the title of the fastest language in 
the study. 
The kicker of the whole research 
about human speech is that no matter 
how fast a language is spoken, 
at the end of a minute, about the 
same amount of information is 
communicated. This is fabulous news 
for myself and other linguaphiles. 
The correlation shows that no 
matter how bizarre or extraordinary 
a language may sound, there is an 
underlying evolutionary connection 
of sorts that all languages share. 
Essentially, languages are more 
closely related than they may seem. 
This information will not make 
learning new languages any easier 
for those of us with idealistically 
high language-learning hopes. Yet, 
there is a bit of comfort in knowing 
that despite the fact that Japanese 
may be spoken at the speed of light, 
we at USD can cover the same 
content in approximately the same 
time, using fewer words, by sticking 
to a language that we have already 
mastered: English. 
Bv Catherine Quirk 
For all those commuters who 
dread the long drive they take daily 
to class, there is a new website 
available to USD students that has 
given ridesharing a new sense of ease. 
Zimride is an easy-to-use, secure 
program that is being utilized by 
drivers and passengers across America. 
The website allows passengers to view 
maps and pair up with drivers going 
in their same direction. The carpool 
organizing service has already been 
implemented at many other major 
universities and networks, and now 
there is a Zimride website specifically 
for students at USD. 
Students, faculty and staff can 
log on to the website at Zimride. 
sandiego.edu and create a profile. The 
website allows drivers to personalize 
their ride schedule and specify when 
they plan on driving each day. Those 
without cars, who are passengers only, 
can also specify to where they need a 
ride and at what time. Once Zimriders 
have registered for the website, they 
can view other users' ride schedules 
or search for a ride match. Users also 
have the option of syncing the system 
with Facebook to coordinate with their 
friends' schedules. Passengers can 
pitch in whatever funds they choose 
toward gas. Currently, there are over 
40 commute origins from which rides 
are being offered. Many are from the 
Mission Beach area, but some are 
from as far as Temecula and Del Mar. 
The site can be used to carpool to 
places other than school. If there is an 
event downtown or a concert in Chula 
Vista, users can search to see if others 
are heading to the same location and 
what time they are returning. This 
time-specific tool of Zimride makes 
it especially useful for freshmen stuck 
on campus or anyone without a car, 
making hitching a ride to the grocery 
store, going home for the holidays 
or exploring bits of San Diego much 
easier. 
"Zimride works for those trips 
home on vacation for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas break," said 
Paula Morreale, member of the 
administrative staff in the USD Office 
of Sustainability. "Instead of 50 
students driving to Los Angeles for the 
Thanksgiving holiday, those students 
can share the drive and gas expenses 
through Zimride." 
While the service may be the 
By Nick Dixon 
The eared grebe is a small 
waterfowl most recognized for its 
colorful head - a plume of orange 
feathers that surround red eyes on an 
otherwise black and brown body. But 
it's not the bird's impressive plumage 
that has USD biology professor 
Hugh Ellis dedicating his summers 
to researching grebes. It's the bird's 
metabolism. In addition to being 
both a celebrated diver and marathon 
flier, the eared grebe is a cornerstone 
bird for environmental issues such 
as draining of wetlands and fish 
and game regulations. Ellis and his 
team of undergraduate, graduate and 
high school students got to work in 
the lab and the field to tackle new 
questions about the driving processes 
behind metabolism. He then closely 
studied the grebe's uniquely adapted 
physiological structures to better 
understand oxygen storage in tissues 
and metabolism of fatty acids. 
To reach their feeding and 
breeding grounds, each year eared 
grebes fly nonstop for distances of up 
to 1,000 miles. Upon reaching Mono 
Lake in northern California or the 
Great Salt Lake in Utah, two of the 
eared grebe's migratory destinations, 
they dive to great depths to prey upon 
their favorite food, brine shrimp. 
Scientists previously thought 
that metabolic rates vary in relation 
to organ size, but Ellis does not 
agree with this. The research team 
hypothesized instead that metabolic 
function stems from tissue activity. 
They were especially interested in 
the differences between the grebe's 
metabolic rate during flight and the 
PULL, continued from Front Page 
reluctant to embrace Facebook early 
on, and now it has become a ubiquitous 
resource. 
The web design is still in the 
early stages and needs improvement 
to become truly user-friendly, but 
antidote to the numerous failed Mission 
Beach tram trials and an answer to 
some commuter's transportation woes, 
some view carpooling as troublesome. 
"Different things come up 
every day and schedules can be 
unpredictable, which is why people 
don't car pool more in the first place," 
senior Alisha Agrellas said. "I would 
feel bad if someone relied on me for a 
ride and have to cancel." 
Other students say that they 
don't mind the added effort to do 
their part to save the environment. 
While Zimride is certainly upping 
convenience for students, it is also 
aiding the environment and numerous 
initiatives toward sustainability that 
USD is striving to achieve. 
"Zimride helps USD in reaching 
its goal of becoming the most 
sustainable campus by 2025 through 
reducing the C02 emissions and 
reducing the carbon footprint of the 
university," Morreale said. 
rate during diving. 
To study these differences, the 
researchers observed the behavior 
of the grebes, pinpointed the 
environmental challenges they face 
and captured individual birds to collect 
tissue samples. From these tissue 
samples the researchers extracted 
plasma metabolites, which, according 
to a study by the University of Western 
Ontario, are enzymes that indicate a 
gain in mass in migratory birds. 
Ellis's team spent 90 percent of 
their research time in the lab isolating 
plasma metabolites and other metabol ic 
enzymes, which were responsible 
for a range of functions, including 
body-temperature regulation, oxygen 
Campus Pull intern and USD senior 
Sylvester Luu explained that "every 
day there are new additions to revamp 
the capabilities of Campus Pull." 
Attendance for Manchester 
Village's weekly Wiener Wednesday 
went from 80 students to 350 students 
after a post went up about the August 
31 event on Campus Pull. The 
Zimride helps cut down on 
unnecessary gas consumption. When 
fewer cars are on the road, less gas is 
being used, and there aren't as many 
pollution-causing emissions. At the 
same time, traffic and parking issues 
are reduced. According to Sustainable 
Environment for Quality of Life 
website, carpooling reduces auto 
emissions and ground-level ozone 
formation is reduced through the 
reduced levels of oxides of nitrogen 
from auto exhaust. 
Sophomore Audrey Bullwinkel 
currently holds the position of Student 
Actions Chair for the Be Blue Go 
Green Team, which is the student-led 
sustainability organization at USD 
that aims to bring students together 
to discuss different initiatives and 
changes they would like to see happen 
on campus and in the larger community. 
Bullwinkel has assisted in various 
projects while serving on BBGG, such 
as placing water bottle filling stations 
conservation and energy storage. 
According to Ellis, the eared grebe 
has a different "suite" of evolutionary 
adaptions than other birds. Each 
adaptation causes a physiological 
response to an ecological problem. 
In other words, these birds have 
evolved to meet the challenges of their 
environment - "unique environment, 
unique species," Ellis said. 
Ellis describes one ecological 
problem that could erode the eared 
grebes' foothold in their natural 
habitat faster than their metabolism 
could adapt: humans. According to 
Ellis, water shortages in the state of 
California have forced officials to drain 
wetlands that are home for populations 
Residents Hall Association ran out 
of hot dogs and was forced to turn 
students away while they scrounged to 
restock on wieners. Greek life has also 
had some success with the site. Sigma 
Phi Epsilon has been advertising their 
Endless Summer event, a beach day 
co-hosted by Kappa Alpha Theta, and 
attendance is expected to exceed 300 
and putting eco-conscious reminders 
on trash bins around campus. She has 
high hopes that Zimride will take off. 
"It's green, easy, saves gas and 
money and you get to pick up a 
carpool pass when you get to USD," 
Bullwinkel said. "I feel silly when I'm 
driving to my 9:15 class stopped at the 
Mission Boulevard light surrounded 
by 10 cars, all USD students, with 
one person in the passenger seat. It's 
a waste." 
If the benefits of sharing the costs 
of gas, getting an excellent parking 
spot and meeting a few friends 
aren't enough, the environmental 
implications offer many students 
the incentive to be excited about 
Zimride. Whether carpooling is an 
added convenience or more of a stress 
is up to each individual student, but 
having the option to rideshare on a 
simple and navigable website should 
aid those USD students who are 
environmentally conscious. 
of eared grebes. Thanks to the work of 
Ellis and his team, scientists now know 
enough about grebe metabolism to say 
that, though these birds are capable of 
epic migrations, they cannot complete 
their journey without refueling at 
strategic locations along the way. The 
good news is that the grebe's refueling 
- grubbing on brine shrimp - won't 
impact human harvesting of shrimp, 
nor the shrimp market prices. As the 
research shows, eared grebes can 
get enough nutrition to keep the tank 
full all the way to Canada without 
depleting the brine shrimp stocks for 
local fisherman. Ellis's research has 
not only added to the bigger scientific 
understanding of metabolism, but also 
to the understanding of north American 
ecosystems. 
"Everything we do helps us to 
understand evolutionary processes and 
helps us understand how organisms 
adapt to their particular environment 
on many levels," Ellis said. "Whether 
it's the physiology of eared grebes, the 
cognition of zebrafish or the sex organs 
of beetles, studies in evolutionary 
biology help us better understand 
both evolution and biology as singular 
disciplines." The biology department 
at USD "really likes evolutionary bio," 
Ellis said. 
Ellis's research on the eared 
grebe is a conglomeration of 20 years 
of field work and data analysis. In 
studying the eared grebe, Ellis has 
helped uncover some of the mystery 
behind metabolism and has provided 
students an opportunity to delve into 
research first hand. As it turns out, 
joked a member of the research team, 
the eared grebe's metabolism proves 
so exceptional it boosts a metabolism 
for learning for those who study it. 
people. 
"Campus Pull is a website for the 
students by the students, Luu said. It 
was not introduced by administration, 
so students actually love having control 
over what is on the site, because college 
students know better than anyone else 
what information they want to be 
connected to on campus. 
Metabolic research looks at plumed bird 
The eared grebe is a small waterfowl with orange feathers surrounding red eyes on its 
head. USD professor of biology Hugh Ellis has focused his research on the metabolic 
processes of the bird. 
Campus Pull promises better student communication 
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PUBLIC SAFETY SUMMER REPORT 
May 4, 2011 
Location: KROC INSTITUTE FOR PEACE & 
JUSTICE 
At 12:02 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. 
Upon investigation, an unknown person removed four frozen 
meals from a department freezer on between 8 a.m. and 
11:30 a.m. 
May 12, 2011 
Location: PHYSICAL PLANT-TRANSPORTATION 
At 7:15 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of vandalism. 
Upon investigation, an unknown person spray-painted 
graffiti on the windshield of a USD golf cart. Anyone having 
information regarding this incident is encouraged to contact 
Public Safety at (619) 260-7777. 
May 19, 2011 
Location: DEGHERI ALUMNI CENTER 
At 4:09 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of vandalism. 
Upon investigation, an individual was observed knocking over 
a cement ashtray. The suspect was identified as a student 
and determined to have been responsible for breaking the 
previous three ashtrays on May 16 and May 18. 
May 5, 2011 
Location: CAMINO HALL 
At 9:40 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a petty 
theft. Upon investigation, an unknown person removed an 
electric razor from a student's unsecured Johnny Square 
on May 5 between midnight and 8:30 a.m. Anyone having 
information regarding this incident is encouraged to contact 
Public Safety at (619) 260-7777. 
May 15, 2011 
Location: WEST PARKING STRUCTURE 
At 10:24a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of suspicious 
activity. Upon investigation, two subjects were seen entering 
campus carrying burglary tools. DPS, along with SDPD, 
conducted a search of the campus. DPS was able to locate 
the subject and he was placed under arrest and turned over 
to SDPD. SDPD took custody of the subject for a previous 
charge for which he was wanted. 
May 21, 2011 
Location: MISSION PARKING STRUCTURE 
At 2:22 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a possible 
marijuana use. Upon investigation, two employees of a 
contractor were cited for possession of marijuana and drug 
paraphernalia. 
May 6, 2011 
Location: UNIVERSITY TERRACE APARTMENTS 
At 3:31 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a vehicle 
vandalism. Upon investigation, an unknown person poured 
a thick brown liquid on the roof and hood of an employee's 
vehicle on May 6 between midnight and 3:14 a.m. Anyone 
having information regarding this incident is encouraged to 
contact Public Safety at (619) 260-7777. 
MAY 23, 2011 
Location: LOMA HALL 
At 8:49 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a fire in an 
outdoor trash can. Upon investigation, there was no smoke or 
fire in the area when officers arrived, however, an employee 
reported that he had already extinguished the fire with water. 
The fire is believed to have been started by a cigarette butt. 
May 16, 2011 
Location: SERRA HALL 
At 9:01 p.m. Public Safety observed a broken cement ashtray 
while on routine patrol. 
May 6, 2011 
Location: MISSION CROSSROADS 
At 2:56 a.m. Public Safety made contact with an individual 
that fled the scene in the previous case #11-00508. The 
student unlawfully entered a female apartment suite in an 
attempt to evade DPS. The subject was identified as a student 
and determined to have been drinking and unable to care for 
himself. Due to the student's behavior, SDPD was contacted 
and the student was arrested for public intoxication. 
May 18, 2011 
Location: MAHER HALL & COPLEY LIBRARY 
At 4:08 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of vandalism. 
Upon investigation, one cement ashtray was broken in front 
of Maher Hall. While investigating this call, another ashtray 
was reported broken in front of Copley Library. 
July 1,2011 
Location: MAHER HALL 
At 12:11 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of theft. 
Upon investigation, various food items were removed from 
Aromas Cafe between May 31 and July 5. Anyone having 
information regarding this incident is encouraged to contact 
Public Safety at (619) 260-7777. 
May 19, 2011 
Location: CAMINO HALL 
At 12:30 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a 
burglary. Upon investigation, an unknown person broke 
into a vending machine and removed an unknown amount 
of U.S. currency and possibly beverage(s). Anyone having 
information regarding this incident is encouraged to contact 
Public Safety at (619) 260-7777. 
Septermber 7, 2011 
Location: CAMINO HALL 
At 7:14 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. 
Upon investigation, an unknown person removed $320 
cash from a dorm room on Sept. 7 between 5 p.m. and 5:30 
p.m. Anyone having information regarding this incident is 
encouraged to contact Public Safety at (619) 260-7777. 
May 8, 2011 
Location: MISSION CROSSROADS 
At 1:42 a.m. Public Safety observed an intoxicated student 
who was found to be passed out in the back of a vehicle. 
Upon investigation, it was determined that the student was 
unable to care for himself and he was voluntarily transported 
to detox. 
AS, TPB start year 
off with a bang 
By Libby Jelinek 
From tailgates before sporting 
events, to perusing farmer's markets, to 
enjoying the festive atmosphere at the 
Student Life Pavilion Luau, the many 
fun events that happen at USD don't 
happen all on their own. Associated 
Students and the Torero Program Board 
have been busy planning a great year 
as part of their mission to address the 
social, educational, recreational and 
cultural needs of USD students and the 
campus community. 
Stephanie Atienza, 
AS communications chair, 
describes the leaders of AS 
and TPB as student body 
representatives. 
"We are here to 
address your student 
issues, plan fun school 
wide events and to 
promote Torero Spirit 
on campus," Atienza said. "We are all 
excited to meet the new students and 
we're looking forward to a great year." 
AS started the year off working 
hard to pack the first week of classes 
with exciting activities. From Aug. 31 
to Sept. 11, new freshmen and transfer 
students were invited to get to know the 
campus community during Welcome 
Week. Students could choose from 
many fun opportunities, including 
enjoying the music of Beau Osland, 
competing in dodgeball, basketball and 
volleyball games at the Welcome Week 
Sports Cup, kicking back and watching 
a movie on the steps of the SLP or 
heading to Mission Beach for the Sun, 
Surf and Volley party. Welcome Week 
also featured the annual Target after 
hours shopping night, where students 
won fun prizes and stocked up on dorm 
supplies. 
A S S O C I A T E D  
STUDENTS 
"Welcome Week is a great way to 
experience all that USD has to offer," 
said Torero Program Board Chair 
Kendal Lay. "Torero Program Board 
is committed to planning events that 
will make your experience at USD 
unforgettable, and we were thrilled to 
see students taking advantage of this 
amazing week and checking everything 
out." 
Also as part of Welcome Week, 
the Alcala Bazaar offered a platform 
for students to find different ways to 
get involved on campus. Marian Way 
k was packed on Tuesday, 
£5 Sept. 6, as the more than 80 
w clubs and organizations on 
campus set up tables to recruit 
new members and get 
students excited about 
the new year. 
To get more 
involved on campus, AS 
and TPB recommend 
running in the upcoming 
AS senator elections on Sept. 22 and 
23. Senator positions are available 
according to class year and residential 
area. Informational meetings will be 
held through Sept. 16, and the times 
and locations can be found under the 
AS section of USD's website. 
"I encourage all of the new students 
to run in the upcoming elections, because 
it can provide them with an incredibly 
enriching leadership experience," AS 
President Anthony Pavlovic said. "If 
elected as a residential senator, students 
will join a team of talented and diverse 
undergraduate students dedicated to 
fostering a welcoming and inclusive 
community here on our campus." 
To contact Associated Students 
or get all the latest information on 
upcoming activities, follow them on 
Facebook and/or check out the AS and 
TPB sections of the USD website. 
Med Brigades: service with compassion 
MED, continued from Front Page 
students to shadow doctors, practice 
their Spanish and take vital signs of 
patients. 
"These people stand out in the 
smoldering heat for six hours just 
hoping to get a pair of shoes and some 
Tylenol," junior Brigader Matt Sachse 
said, "yet never once have I not been 
greeted with a smile." 
In Honduras, Medical Brigades 
served over 1,300 people in six days, 
limiting themselves to a $50,000 
budget for travel and service expenses. 
"The impact may not seem like the 
biggest for $50,000," Walston said, 
"but we are there for the people and we 
do make a difference. Our efforts show 
that people do care for them, the U.S. 
cares for them, we care for them. You 
will feel that in Panama." 
Some of the Brigaders said that the 
contrast between USD and developing 
areas of the world is the most heartfelt 
experience of the trip. 
"I resented the fact that these 
people did not have adequate resources 
for everyday living," junior Brigader 
Ben Burmeister said, "but I lost my 
bitterness, having the empowering 
epiphany that every little step counts 
in saving the world. I realized that we 
have a lot to learn from each other as a 
people, and that suffering has a funny 
way of revealing our better nature." 
Other Brigaders said that travelling 
to Honduras changed their perceptions 
of what life is like in impoverished 
parts of the world. 
"We went down there with the 
intention of improving their quality 
of life, and in the process they 
transformed ours," junior Brigader 
Kelsey Bannon said. "Coming from a 
university without a large reputation of 
humility, I was surprised to discover 
that there are people on our campus 
that have the compassion and desire to 
help without receiving much in return. 
Although our efforts were fruitful, 
there is still a huge amount that needs 
to be done." 
Medical Brigades is recruiting 
more student participants for their 
January trip to Panama City. According 
to sophomore Brigader Valerie 
Mendez, the number one attribute the 
club is looking for in applicants is 
compassion. 
"We want students who are willing 
to help other people, students who have 
the maturity to handle seeing things 
that we do not see in this country," 
Mendez said. "We want people who 
will be shocked but who will grow as 
well. You can't just be doing this for 
medical school applications. It has to 
be out of your own heart." 
Students who are interested in 
joining the brigade to Panama in 
January are encouraged to apply. 
Applications are available in Carol 
Moffett's office in Founders Hall 114 or 
by e-mailing USDMedicalBrigades@ 
gmail.com. Applications are due by 3 
p.m. on Friday, Sept. 16. 
Photo by Dominique Grayeb 
Sophomore Brigader Courtney Czorny helps translate a medical history for Physicians Assistant Andy Dalton during the Honduras trip. 
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'Anna'stly: 
I'll never get 
a job 
By Anna von Bertrab 
I am Anna (pronounced ah-nuh), 
the new business editor. Does the title 
make sense now? No, I am not a busi­
ness major, nor have I ever had a class 
in Olin Hall. Pretty much every time I 
step inside the building, I feel lost and 
completely out of place as a European 
interdisciplinary humanities major. 
You've probably never even heard of 
that major, but that's okay. Not a lot of 
people have. Not even my friends re­
member my major. Great. 
Regardless of anyone knowing 
what I study, this major gives me the 
innovation and insight to edit the busi­
ness section from a unique point of 
view. In this portion of The Vista, I will 
present big business concepts and ana­
lyze them in unconventional ways with 
out of the box thinking. For instance, 
consider the present economic situa­
tion in the world. 
Yes, we do live in a country with 
a slowing economy. Pause. Attempt to 
process it, and thoughts immediately 
flood anyone's head. What if I don't 
get a job once I graduate? What if I am 
incapable of earning enough money to 
support myself? What if USD never 
prepared me for life outside this Utopia 
of green grass, palm trees, and ocean 
views? You know, the typical senior 
concerns. Freshmen, please don't freak 
out, but let's be frank here. According 
to the U.S. Department of Labor, the 
country has a 9.1 percent unemploy­
ment rate. Even though the economy 
is not growing and the media bombard 
us daily with negativity regarding the 
poor state of things, the economy is, 
nevertheless, active. Money is still 
flowing, and people are still working. 
Mathematically, there are 91 percent 
of the workforce employed, a quite 
reassuring number signifying that not 
everyone is jobless, obviously. 
Furthermore, there are older 
people retiring from the work force. 
Thus, new energy is necessary to re­
place those that leave. This is where 
we come in as USD students. We re­
alize that no, the financial situation is 
not ideal, but it doesn't give us reason 
to lose hope. Things could be worse. 
Think about it. 
Instead, we have to look at what we 
do have as young, animated students. 
We have energy, hope and dreams. Not 
to sound corny here, but we bring vi­
vacity to the job market. Employers 
will hire us because we have new ideas 
to freshen up the stagnant economy. 
For example, our generation's close 
familiarity with technology makes us 
highly apt for multitasking and spread­
ing information rapidly. Regardless of 
all the personal skills and experiences 
each one of us possesses, it is essential 
to know how to present them to some­
one. How to exhibit our talents, not in 
a flaunting fashion, but with a subtle 
grace. 
We are left, ultimately, with the 
challenge of standing out amongst the 
crowd, getting noticed and, in the end, 
getting hired with a decent paying job. 
To do so, we must discover the com­
petitive advantage that each one of us 
has. Take time and think about what 
makes each one of us great. And if you 
can't think of anything, that's okay, 
becuase I don't even know everything 
or anything that makes me great. And 
if all else fails, try the most obvious, 
simplest and even most cliche thing-
be yourself. 
Honestly, do you always stay true 
to yourself, or do you prefer follow­
ing the crowd because it is easier and 
you won't risk embarrassing yourself? 
There is nothing wrong with being the 
weird kid. It's okay to be the different 
one, because at least you are staying 
true to who you really are. Being your­
self while pursuing and cultivating 
your passions throughout these four 
years of college will allow you to build 
an impressive resumd. Then when you 
have to hand in your resumd to some­
one, like at the Internship Fair this 
Thursday, you will have enough expe­
rience to impress, and boom, you'll be 
hired. You never know. Putting your­
self out there, going beyond your com­
fort zone and being willing to take on 
any task will open up many more pos­
sibilities to reach your fullest potential. 
We all need the push to work hard 
sometimes, and perhaps this slowing 
economy is just that. It is the shove to 
become active participants in our soci­
ety, beginning small here at USD and 
jumping from here into the, wait for it, 
I don't want it, real world. 
Photo by Dreamcatcher/Flickr CC 
Disconnect, be in darkness, connect 
By Angelique Bash 
The recent blackout left millions 
of people without electricity. People 
felt lost, anxious and frightened, 
wondering when the power would 
come back, how they were going 
to update their Facebook statuses 
and even if it would be back on for 
their most important TV shows. No 
electricity means being cut off from 
most technology —a state that evokes 
panic in many people. 
Our dependence on technology 
is becoming more and more apparent. 
Whether it's text messaging, 
Facebooking, watching TV or just 
surfing the Internet, most people are 
constantly plugged into some form 
of technology. According to the 2010 
Nielsen Media Fact Sheet, Americans 
watch an average of 31.5 hours of 
television each week. In addition, 
almost 60 percent of adult Americans 
have two or more computers, and the 
time spent on social networking sites 
has increased 277 percent since last 
year. 
It's no wonder we have become 
dependent. Technology has enhanced 
our lives exponentially, but what are 
the drawbacks to our tech addictions? 
Are we ever really disconnected? 
Ever since the spike in text messaging 
and social networking sites, face-to-
face communication and interaction 
have suffered. Almost everyone 
has experienced the frustration 
of having dinner with someone 
who spends the entire evening 
texting, never taking their eyes off 
of their phone. This results in the 
texter's companion feeling boring, 
rejectedand uninteresting. Another 
common occurrence is when, out and 
about, you happen to see someone 
you know and try to get their attention 
by waving and gesturing wildly. It's 
only after you've been shouting their 
name several times and everyone is 
looking at you that you realize they 
have their iPod headphones in. This 
situation probably sounds pretty 
familiar. We have all been victims 
of this embarrassment at some point 
and have also probably been the 
perpetrators too. 
The creation of social networking 
sites has also affected our modes of 
communication. Because of sites like 
Facebook, we now have the ability 
to keep in touch with basically every 
person we know. It's like having 
a complete relationship database. 
According to Facebook.com, the 750 
million users of the site have an average 
of 130 "friends," and over 50 percent 
of users log on daily. Although this 
provides an opportunity to increase 
communication, it has changed the 
way that we interact. The computer 
acts as a wall between people, 
decreasing time spent practicing face-
to-face interaction. This can be either 
a positive or negative consequence. 
On the positive side, people can 
to spend more time sculpting their 
responses. However, on the negative 
side, using written mediums sacrifices 
important signals like gestures, facial 
expressions, and tone. This can 
easily lead to misunderstandings and 
conflict. 
Although technology has brought 
us many opportunities, it also comes 
with negative effects. Like anything, 
we must learn to find a happy balance 
between "connected" and "too 
connected" and still remember to live 
life outside a screen. 
Lauren Millslagle/TheVista 
Battle of the iPad and the Kindle 
Pros and Cons of buying an e-reader 
By Amy Ubovicli 
The escalating fad of e-readers 
and tablets is quickly infiltrating 
the electronic markets. It can be 
very confusing for a consumer to 
try and decipher which products are 
superior. The Amazon Kindle and the 
Apple iPad are the top competitors 
consistently battling for the honor of 
being dubbed best e-reader. 
There are several characteristics 
consumers need to consider when 
deciding which of these two is 
supreme. First, the Kindle and iPad 
are both e-readers, but the iPad is 
that and more. The iPad allows users 
to watch movies, surf the web, use 
FaceTime video, play games and 
try a wide array of apps. Amazon, 
com, however, hails the Kindle as the 
"original and best e-reader." 
The Kindle has a high-contrast 
screen which makes it easier to read 
for longer periods of time. Also, the 
Kindle is easily read in bright sunlight, 
whereas the iPad is not. However, the 
iPad uses an LED backlit display, 
making reading easier in the dark. 
One competitive advantage for 
the Kindle is its weight. It weighs 
only 8.5 ounces yet can hold up to 
3,500 books. The iPad is heavier, 
weighing in at 15 pounds. However, 
page-turning on the iPad is simpler 
and feels more natural. The reader 
can simply tap the edges of the virtual 
page or slide alongside the bottom. 
The Kindle, on the other hand, 
requires the reader to press a button 
on each side of the page. 
Another aspect which favors the 
Kindle is its long battery life, lasting 
up to two months. The iPad lasts 
about 10 hours before its next charge. 
The Kindle also has a PDF reader 
that contains dictionary look-ups, 
notes and highlights. One unique trait 
of the Kindle is that uses a program 
called "WhisperSync" that keeps 
the reader's place in any book when 
moving from one device to another. 
Cost is one of the biggest 
determining factors in consumers' 
purchases. The iPad ranges from 
$499 to $829, depending on how 
many extra features one wants. There 
is also a monthly AT&T 3G wireless 
fee to access wireless Internet, which 
is around $35. On the other hand, 
the Kindle costs around $139. It also 
connects to AT&T 3G wireless but, 
unlike the iPad, it does so at no extra 
charge. The cost of books on each 
device is roughly the same, averaging 
$10 to $15 for best sellers. 
Which device wins the e-reader 
battle? As digitaltrends.com has 
concluded, "The Kindle was designed 
to do one thing and do it very well. 
A  j  • .  J  
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OPINION 
- •• Me, 
Again 
By Max Eichelberger 
As our nation commemorates the 
10 anniversary of Sept. 11, one can­
not help but feel moved. In an age 
where even the most dramatic events 
are quickly removed from the news 
cycle and forgotten, the anniversary 
is a sobering reminder of how much 
we lost that day. A decade has past 
since the event, and there are still ef­
forts to immortalize it in our national 
conscience. Sometimes these efforts 
are small, perhaps nothing more than 
thanking a fireman or a police officer. 
Other times, it is a national effort that 
deserves our highest praise. The com­
mon thread about both is that they in­
spire and put to rest the wounds which 
are still fresh in so many families' 
minds. 
Acts of remembrance have been 
observed across the nation. The book 
"Memorial Mania" by University of 
Notre Dame professor Erika Doss doc­
uments the trend. During her research, 
she identified over 400 memorial sites 
for the tragic event. That statistic alone 
is a reminder of how deeply the coun­
try feels about the terrorist attacks and 
how appropriate it is that we all con­
tinue to remember that date. 
Yet no single number, no mat­
ter how significant, can even begin to 
scratch the surface. The sheer amount 
of resources that have gone into the 
Ground Zero construction shows how 
important that day is, but no number 
can appropriately describe the opening 
of that site's memorial. No price tag 
can bring back those families' loved 
"One'Sl No statistic can describe the 
"'Wrtbtrd of that sfte rar ariy 'ef tbe 'dozen s 
that opened along New York's grand­
est homage. 
These efforts have been comple­
mented by not only other public insti­
tutions, but by companies as well. An-
heuser-Bush has aired a commercial 
where their iconic Clydesdale horses 
bow to the New York skyline. Clear 
Channel Outdoor's billboards, which 
are digital, had a moment of silence 
and showed an arranged tribute peri­
odically through the day. Though not 
all tributes were as interesting (Wal-
Mart's was nothing more than a Face-
book page), one cannot help but be 
moved. All of these companies united 
in an effort to help heal the wounds of 
Sept. 11, and for that those efforts de­
serve our thanks. 
Yet by no means were the com­
memorations restricted to public or 
private entities. Individuals, much like 
yourself, made the 10 anniversary a 
truly special day. No matter how bi­
zarre the configuration, it worked. Ad­
ditionally, our administration helped 
host a fireworks memorial behind the 
Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace and 
Justice. Off campus, firemen along the 
I-10 and 1-5 freeways were out in full 
force. They were cheering on motor­
ists, but also reminding them that they 
had much to be thankful for. 
Popular culture icons have also 
done their part. Spike Lee, funded by 
State Farm, recently composed a spot 
that showed 150 school children sing* 
ing 'Empire State of Mind' to New 
York City Fire Departments. Along­
side that poignant reminder, dozens 
of writers have gone to the press with 
their reflections on the date. Papers, 
both online and print, have been full 
with reminders. 
Regrettably, not everyone has 
been so appropriate. Some tried to 
use it to score political points. Some 
merely ignored it with a shrug of their 
shoulders. Both types should be chid-
ed for their actions. It is embarrassing 
that we must live with columnists who 
use Sept. 11 as a platform to fling mud 
at individuals they do not care for. 
Worse yet is the apathy. No tragedy on 
the scale of Sept. 11 should happen, 
but if it does, the worst thing that we 
can do is forget. 
What the country needs is neither 
more money nor more memorials. It 
certainly does not need well-inten­
tioned commercials. Writing helps, 
but only goes so far. Instead, what the 
country needs is a people who will not 
forget that infamous September morn­
ing. Every year we should all do our 
best to maintain the right decorum in 
remembrance. Sept. 11 should not be­
came a time for blind flag-waving or 
a time to forget about our past. There 
is a middle way that can be a balance 
between both extremes. This nation 
should strive for it. 
The Californian DREAM Act 
Opinions from both sides 
Bv Patrick Morgan 
California has seen a slow but 
steady decline into mediocrity and stag­
nation since the days Ronald Reagan 
sat behind the governor's desk in Sac­
ramento. It should come as no surprise, 
considering the state has been hijacked 
for the past thirty years by some of the 
most radically left wing Democrats in 
the country. The Californian DREAM 
Act, known officially as Assembly Bill 
131, is simply the latest insult to the 
people of California, and once again 
reinforces the rightly held belief that 
the Democrat controlled legislature is 
populated with ivory tower liberals. 
On paper at least, the DREAM Act 
appears to be relatively benign. Merely 
granting "undocumented" students the 
opportunity to receive both privately 
funded scholarships as well as taxpayer 
funded Cal Grant financial aid does not 
seem to rock the boat. There are stipu­
lations included in the bill which state 
that the students must have come to the 
country before age 16, plus attended a 
California high school for at least three 
years and graduated. 
However, the entire bill and the 
movement supporting it are missing the 
point entirely. The DREAM Act will 
force California taxpayers to financially 
support immigrants who came to Amer­
ica illegally. Regardless of whatever 
sense of morality guides one's ideology, 
it remains a fact that all people who enter 
this country through means other than 
the ones legally prescribed are breaking 
the law. The Dream Act grants implicit 
permission to all parents considering 
entering this country illegally to bring 
their children to California. Here they 
will not only receive free education at 
every level, but also free healthcare. All 
the while avoiding any meaningful form 
of taxation to offset their strain on an al­
ready bloated welfare system. 
It is estimated that there are around 
40,000 illegal students currently en­
rolled throughout the UC/CSU system, 
as well as the numerous community 
colleges scattered around the state. Fur­
thermore, cost analysis suggests that it 
will cost nearly $40 million per year to 
pay for financial aid of all illegal stu­
dents, which as long as California is 
running a budget deficit, is $40 million 
the state does not have. The fact that our 
state government seemingly cares more 
about those who would break the law 
and reward those who choose to exploit 
the system is abhorrent, and any state 
legislator who cast a vote in favor of 
the DREAM Act is essentially choosing 
to support criminals over law abiding 
citizens. The California DREAM Act 
will necessarily lead to increased illegal 
immigration, which will serve only to 
further strain city and state law enforce­
ment agencies. 
Besides, this act is patently unfair 
to all Californian taxpayers. As stated 
above, illegal immigrants do not have to 
pay many of the taxes that legal Cali­
fornian citizens do, and thus any ben­
efit immigrants receive is essentially 
subsidized by lawful taxpayers. In the 
end, the Democrats and Governor Jerry 
Brown are forcing citizens to pay for 
the education of criminals. Then again, 
should one expect anything less from 
Sacramento? California's government 
has been controlled by union thugs and 
seditious leftists for decades now, com­
pletely disconnected from the reality 
that faces Califomians on a daily basis. 
The fact remains simply that increased 
illegal immigration leads to higher gov­
ernmental costs across the board, which 
necessarily means higher taxes for citi­
zens in a state as liberal as ours. 
My argument does not stem from 
any xenophobic sentiment; I understand 
that many come here illegally seeking 
asylum or a better life, but those justi­
fications simply cannot be acceptable 
reasons for breaking the law. If our na­
tion's legal system was based on good 
intentions and "feelings," perhaps there 
would be room for discussion, but as 
long as this country remains a nation 
of laws, legislation rewarding crimi­
nals such as the California DREAM Act 
cannot stand. Our policies toward ille­
gal immigration are contrary to nearly 
all other countries on earth. In a world 
where many nations will execute or in­
definitely imprison illegal immigrants, 
we offer free healthcare and education. 
These other nations never seem to have 
any real problems dealing with illegal 
immigration, and it is not simply a co­
incidence. I am not advocating in any 
way that the United States should model 
itself after these other countries; I sim­
ply wish to point out that other nations 
do not offer an incentive for immigrants 
to enter illegally. Reforms need to be 
put in place which deter immigrants 
from entering the country in the first 
place, which in turn lowers costs for 
all Californian taxpayers. Although the 
DREAM Act is merely a symptom of 
the overall problem, that does not make 
it justifiable legislation. 
The answer, of course, is not to 
simply deport every illegal immigrant 
that is in the state. That would be far too 
difficult and costly, but we should not 
accept their presence by throwing up 
our hands and subsidizing every aspect 
of their lives. The DREAM Act needs 
to be immediately repealed before it 
takes effect, and our immigration policy 
needs to be streamlined and more ac­
cessible to prospective immigrants. By 
making the legal avenues more straight­
forward, we can avoid the necessity of 
building a costly and contentious border 
fence while simultaneously eliminating 
the need for unfair legislation such as 
the DREAM Act. It is only through re­
form of the entire immigration process 
that we can begin to fix California's 
welfare system, which is unsustainable 
as long as illegal immigrants continue 
to dip into state coffers without paying 
their fair share. 
If the DREAM Act is to face any 
true scrutiny, it must first begin with 
us, the California taxpayers. It is our 
money which funds this insulting leg­
islation, and it will be our voice which 
will reign in Sacramento. All Democrat 
ic legislators in California ought to be 
ashamed for their votes, and Governor 
Brown deserves special chastisement 
for his irresponsible signing of an unfair 
and unnecessary bill. California is more 
than just politicians in Los Angeles, 
San Francisco and Sacramento. This 
state has always been culturally and 
ideologically diverse, and it has been 
open to new ideas which made this state 
great. However, the citizens of Califor­
nia have been increasingly controlled 
by a disconnected legislature, and these 
recent laws reflect that. California may 
be integral to the American Dream, yet 
the DREAM Act is anything but. 
By Katie Johnson 
The concept of the "American 
Dream" has been drilled into our 
minds since elementary school. The 
endless notes in all of our classes have 
centered on the ideas of freedom and 
equality. We are repeatedly taught the 
age-old phrases from the Declaration 
of Independence such as "all men are 
created equal" and "life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness." 
Yet these words often get lost 
among our fancy cars, beautiful palm-
treed campus, and second round at the 
Student Life Pavillion. It is not often 
enough that we realize how much of a 
luxury the lectures, notes, PowerPoint 
slides, exams and books are. Even 
the ideals of the Declaration of In­
dependence are luxuries not afforded 
to everyone. Do any of us consider 
whether the insistence that "all men 
are created equal" really applies to 
all men? As historian James Truslow 
Adams stated in 1931, "Life should be 
better and richer and fuller for every­
one, with opportunity for each accord­
ing to ability or achievement." What 
he was implying was that everyone, 
regardless of social class or circum­
stances of birth, deserves an equal 
shot at life. 
Assembly Bill 120 is written in 
agreement with Adams and strives 
to give everyone that equal shot they 
deserve. Also known as the California 
DREAM Act, the bill will bring the 
right to education and equality to our 
country's most disadvantaged. Ac­
cording to the United States Student 
Association, the bill would accom­
plish several things. Firstly, it would 
eliminate the last obstacles public uni­
versities face in enrolling the sons and 
daughters of undocumented workers. 
It would also provide a streamlined 
pathway to citizenship. In exchange 
the minors must accomplish certain 
milestones, largely by going to and 
staying in school. In short, it will 
provide an excellent means by which 
minors can become citizens of the 
United States. 
Opponents of this law contend 
that it will put an unnecessary strain 
on our nation, but that is not true. 
If Governor Jerry Brown follows 
through and signs the bill into law, in­
dividuals who have worked hard will 
be given a path to citizenship. They 
and their children will be given a path 
to dignified work in a country where 
they can strive to their full potential. 
Instead of looking at this law through 
a negativ.e lens, the law needs to be 
viewed on its own merits. A scope that 
purposely plots against people who 
have not necessarily done wrong to 
American citizens, culture or econo­
my is highly objectionable and should 
be dismissed. 
We should consider that immi­
grants have proven to be hard work­
ers at jobs that most Americans avoid. 
Immigrants have added to our culture 
and have expanded our economy. If 
nothing else, we must always remem­
ber that this is a nation of immigrants. 
Some of our state and national leaders 
seem to be suffering from an "us ver­
sus them" mentality. Such a mentality 
is a crude and overly simplistic one. 
Everyone should be fighting on the 
same side for more education. We can 
and should give all people the oppor­
tunity to advance their own lives. In 
return, the strides we make toward be­
ing a nation of opportunity, of equal­
ity and diversity will advance the suc­
cess of our nation. There would be no 
harm in this legislation, and Governor 
Brown should sign this bill into exis­
tence. 
Immigration has been a taboo 
topic for too long. Neither party has 
put forward a reasonable path, until 
now, which immigrants may follow to 
become American citizens. To make 
matters worse, immigrants have been 
forced to endure degrading comments 
and actions as if they were a part of 
the problem. Such treatment is igno­
rant. To claim that all illegal immi­
grants are dangerous, useless and lazy 
is itself dangerous, useless and lazy. 
Those who are striving for citizenship 
are only trying to achieve the same 
things all Americans are striving for. 
Undocumented workers are not trying 
to destabilize America or turn it into 
anarchy. They too want to live the 
American Dream. 
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It will always be irrational to gen­
eralize all immigrants as people who 
have caused harm and danger for the 
United States. One can go down a list 
of Fortune 500 companies and iden­
tify dozens of immigrants who have 
built their businesses from the ground 
up. They certainly aren't dangerous. 
What the DREAM Act is proposing is 
giving young adults, who were either 
born here or brought here as young 
children by their parents, the chance 
to have their own lives. No one should 
want to deny immigrants the chance 
to make a difference and the chance to 
make the world a better place. We can­
not just assume that because someone 
crossed the border illegally, they have 
no worth and nothing to contribute to 
society. 
Why would we, a nation that 
claims equality, dignity, diversity and 
justice, exclude someone from the 
right to an education because of their 
place of birth? Individuals who have 
worked hard for three years or more in 
high school should be given the right 
to continue their education. These in­
dividuals are friends, soccer players, 
dreamers, family members, lovers, 
workers and, most of all, people like 
you and me. They have the capabili­
ties to be so much more than a nega­
tive stereotype that is cast upon them. 
If these students who have shown 
their drive for an education are given 
the chance to actually pursue it, the 
possibilities are endless. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body. 
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By Samuel Wood 
With the intention to build an air­
tight case against the Mexican drug 
lords, certain individuals within the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives, green-lighted a series 
of operations. One in particular, called 
"Operation Fast and Furious," has 
caused widespread public disapproval. 
In an ideal world, ATF agents 
would sell arms to potential associ­
ates of the Mexican crime bosses. The 
movement of these weapons across the 
border would identify the drug cartel's 
infrastructure and provide significant 
knowledge of the cartel kingpins' abili­
ties. After recording this information, 
the ATF would swoop down, make ar­
rests and also quiet the criticism that 
they were not doing enough to stem the 
tide of American-made weaponry into 
the northern Mexican provinces. 
Even though this operation was ap­
proved repeatedly by the ATF's highest 
officials, there were strong objections 
to the operation. One of the agents who 
objected, John Dodson, told the Cen­
ter for Public Integrity that these guns 
would inevitably be used for crime in 
both the United States and Mexico. 
"With the number of guns we let 
walk," Dobson said, "we'll never know 
how many people were killed, raped, 
robbed, etc. There is nothing we can do 
to round up those guns. They are gone." 
He was right. The weapons that 
were sold began turning up at crime 
scenes across Mexico. The murder of 
U.S. Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry 
highlighted this worrying trend. He was 
killed in an Arizona shootout last De­
cember. The weapons that were used 
were sold to the criminals by the ATF. 
With the direct affirmation of ATF head­
quarters in Washington and supervision 
by the U.S. Attorney's office in Phoe­
nix, a special ATF strike force known 
as Group VII had'sold the means to his 
death. Worse yet, the smugglers were 
not indicted or impeded in any way as 
they moved the product into Mexico 
and into the hands of Brian Terry's mur­
derers. 
The statistics are sobering. The 
operation has sold weapons that have 
turned up at 200 documented crime 
scenes in Mexico. This is unsurprising, 
considering that only 600 of the 2,000 
guns released by ATF agents have been 
reported as recovered by officials. The 
remaining 1,400 guns are unaccounted 
for, at least until they show up at more 
crime scenes. 
It comes as no shock that the op­
eration came apart. A congressional 
investigation in both the Senate and 
House gave voice to the increasingly 
vocal criticisms of the ATF's scheme. 
Chaired by Sen. Charles Grassley in the 
Senate and by Rep. Darrell Issa in the 
House, the investigation brought the full 
incompetence of the ATF to light. ATF 
intelligence analyst Lorren Leadmon 
testified before the committee and reaf­
firmed that more than 2,000 weapons 
linked to Operation Fast and Furious, 
some 1,400 have not been recovered. 
Many questioned by the panel derided 
Operation Fast and Furious as "Opera­
tion Gun Walker." The ATF had ceased 
to regulate the flow of arms across the 
U.S.-Mexican border. It was walking 
them across. 
As it became clear that the ATF 
had allowed for, not only Brian Terry's 
death, but the death of dozens of Mexi­
can nationals, questions were raised 
about why the Justice Department had 
not been notified. Individuals in the ATF 
came forward during the congressional 
investigation to say that they had indeed 
been notified but that no one cared. The 
ATF has had a long history of stifling 
whistle-blowers. Vince Cefalu, an ATF 
Special Agent who spoke out in Decem­
ber 2010 and exposed ATF's "Project 
Gunrunner" scandal, was served with 
termination papers early last month. 
The attempts to squash knowledge 
of this blunder did not end there. The 
treatment of the Terry murder case by 
Arizona attorney general's office is es­
pecially objectionable. Officials tried to 
minimize the connection between the 
guns found at the Terry shooting and 
the Fast and Furious operation. Fed­
eral officials in Arizona decided not 
to initially charge Jaime Avila Jr. for a 
weapons purchase he made in Phoenix 
in Jan. 2010 of three weapons, two of 
which were found at the Terry shooting 
scene. Even more troubling, in the first 
criminal complaint filed in federal court 
on Dec. 16 and the subsequent indict­
ment filed on Jan. 11, 2011, there was 
no mention of these Jan. 2010 weapons 
purchases. 
In an internal email obtained by 
Issa and Grassley, an ATF official said 
the decision was made in order to "not 
complicate the FBI's investigation." Yet 
once in the spotlight, the ATF arrested 
Avila and 19 other people on Jan. 19, 
2011. According to online court re­
cords, there was no mention of an FBI 
investigation. A jointly-signed letter by 
both Issa and Grassley summarizes the 
situation: "In light of this information, 
it appears that your office has a direct 
interest in avoiding or minimizing these 
facts." 
Following those instances of over­
sight by Arizona's law enforcement offi­
cials, Emory Hurley, the line prosecutor 
in the U.S. Attorney's Office in Phoenix 
who worked on the Operation Fast and 
Furious investigation, was reassigned 
from crimin'al cases to civil case work. 
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U.S. Attorney Dennis Burke, who also 
oversaw the operations in Arizona, was 
likewise reassigned, according to sev­
eral reputable news outlets. 
Outside of Arizona, the Justice De­
partment has announced that the acting 
ATF Director Kenneth Melson would 
step down. 
Looking at the ATF's role, it be­
comes clear that certain changes within 
the agency must take place. First and 
foremost, the President and Congress 
must come together to confirm a "real" 
ATF Director instead of an "acting" one. 
Since 2006, the director of the ATF has 
to be nominated by the president and 
confirmed by the Senate. Yet, because 
of partisan differences, the president 
has resorted to appointing an "acting" 
director until a suitable compromise 
candidate can be found. However, no 
compromise candidate will ever be 
found if the president can appoint an 
"acting" director. No one wants a job 
already filled. 
Operation Fast and Furious reads 
like a tragic Disney tale. A series of de­
cisions were made that resulted in arms 
reaching the hands of known criminals. 
Not just any criminals, but the criminals 
who have been responsible for the con­
tinued and prolonged violence in north­
ern Mexico that have claimed the lives 
of hundreds already. Hopefully, with 
some small but significant reforms, the 
ATF can change. If it cannot, it should 
be removed from the government's ros­
ter. This should never, ever be repeated. 
Get involved and get voting 
There is not one thing that is stopping us 
By Patrick Smith 
Voting and registering to vote are 
some of the most important things 
students can do. It is fundamental to 
our governmental system that our age 
group maintains a high percentage of 
participation in all elections. Current­
ly, less than 60 percent of the United 
States viable voter population shows 
up on election day. That turnout level 
is not sustainable and calls into ques­
tion the long term viability of our 
country's democracy. The low 
turnout must be changed, and 
that change can start with us. 
The student body has at 
its disposal resources virtually 
unknown in the wider public. 
One would be hard pressed to 
find the political sophistication, 
knowledge about politics and 
broad understanding of politi­
cal life than that expressed daily 
in our university's classrooms. 
Our ethics and logic classes al­
low us to discern bad arguments 
from good. Finally, we will nev­
er again have the opportunity 
to spend so much time with so 
many of our peers. At no other 
stage in our life will we be as 
surrounded by knowledge, or as 
challenged by it. 
There are countless reasons 
why we should utilize these re­
sources. Every complaint about 
how our government is operating 
is a reason. If this university de­
sired to eliminate every incom­
petent legislation and politician 
we could. Yet every year this 
university, just like universities 
all over, are marred by dreadful 
levels of student participation in 
our national and local political 
scene. There is no reason for it. 
Politicians survive on the popu­
lar consensus, and if all the stu­
dents united to enact change, no 
political obstacle could stop us. 
We live in a constitutional re­
public, and there is no powerful figure 
who is above the popular opinion. Re­
member Proposition 8? Every student 
should have cast a vote for or against 
a measure that so deeply affected our 
society. Yet many did not. 
Many say that one vote does not 
count, but they are wrong. There will 
always be a way to convince a majori­
ty of the population that the individual 
you support or the opinion you have 
on a policy is the best. More impor­
tantly, voting is a right. It allows for 
each individual equal standing in the 
public forum. Every time you decide 
not to vote, you are not only hurting 
yourself but by not voting you impact 
members of your whole community. 
The University of San Diego, as well 
as this country, is built off the prem­
ise that everyone's opinions are given 
voice. Yet if no one even attempts 
then our community loses. 
To go beyond voting, we should 
treat political participation in the 
same light that we view college par­
ticipation. Discerning weak political 
arguments from strong arguments is 
as integral to adulthood as possess­
ing the learning to properly conduct 
ourselves in an academic or business 
environment. 
Anyone can become a member of 
our Associated Student Body to help 
govern policies at our school. One of 
the United States' best speakers, not 
to mention the subject of the Wash­
ington Mall's newest memorial, Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., once pro­
claimed, "Our lives begin to end the 
day we become silent about things 
that matter." King was right, and the 
day that we stop speaking 
about issues that matter is 
the day that we lose the es­
sence of who we are. At the 
very least we can propose, 
argue for and help get a pe­
tition on the ballot. 
Together, we can ac­
complish anything, though 
you can always start small. 
There are several clubs on 
campus whose sole aim is 
to promote certain ideals. 
Even if I feel that others may 
not understand my position 
and why I feel it is a good 
position, anyone can simply 
campaign for my position in 
order to try to convince oth­
ers of its validity as a good 
opinion to have. You should 
too, and together we can 
bring a more diverse range 
of opinions to our campus. 
Yet this diversity can 
never be achieved if you do 
not simply get out and vote. 
So please, register. Please, 
make your opinion heard. 
Please, campaign for poli­
cies you support and argue 
against those you do not. 
Please, sign all petitions you 
are asked to sign. Please, be 
active and aware of politics 
and inform others of what 
they are not aware. Please, 
because your vote impacts 
me and our community. 




By Kelsey Chase 
Class of 2011 
I have a hunch that our country 
is on the verge of something big, 
serious and profound. The news 
outlets are cluttered with talk of 
America's abysmal economic state 
and the uncertain status of world 
communities. All that a twenty-two-
year-old can do is wonder about our 
nation's future. 
The 21st century life is changing 
every day. As leadership transitions 
alter geopolitical relationships, 
national boundaries are adapting and 
advances in technology are expanding 
exponentially. These are opportunistic 
times. The question is: where does 
San Diego fit in? 
Some people argue that San 
Diego does not retain the prestige of 
New York, Chicago or L.A. I believe 
that it can, given cohesive leadership. 
Right now San Diegans have a 
chance to guide this region toward 
prosperity through Our Greater San 
Diego Vision, an unprecedented 
public engagement process that will 
create a shared vision and vital long-
range plan for the next 50-plus years. 
Facilitated by some of San Diego's 
sharpest and most sensible minds, the 
initiative is a unique opportunity to 
express your voice and help shape our 
region's future in a way that's never 
been done before. 
I often ponder what truly makes a 
city great. Students, leaders, business 
folk and a passionate commonwealth 
committed to stewardship and 
excellence? Exceptional cultural 
amenities and renowned weather? I 
think we have all of the above, plus 
world-class universities and exciting 
economic potential. But while I 
believe San Diego is far superior to 
other reputable cities, this remains 
my subjective judgment and one that 
continues to lack objective support. 
Our region will grow by 40 
percent over the next 40 years. In order 
to compete as a region of the future, 
we must aggressively accommodate 
that growth and tap into our readily 
available resources. We need to 
foster an innovation economy and 
create 500,000 higher paying jobs. 
Otherwise, our students, business folk 
and future leaders - our own children 
and grandchildren - may be forced to 
pursue their dreams elsewhere. 
We truly have something special 
here and it's up to us to keep it 
that way. I am lucky enough to be 
a product of San Diego's higher 
education system and am anxious to 
give back for all that it has given me. 
My contribution to Our Greater San 
Diego Vision hinges on a primary 
interest to build a region where I can 
confidently raise my future family. 
And although some may superficially 
categorize San Diego as nothing more 
than a touristic destination, we San 
Diegans know better. Our Greater San 
Diego Vision aims to bring together 
a myriad of ideas and solutions that 
once assembled, will elevate San 
Diego above and beyond our sister 
cities. 
Opportunity for change is not 
an everyday commodity available at 
our beck and call; instead, it follows 
that old mantra and only "knocks" 
on very special occasions. Well San 
Diegans...knock knock. As one of 
the nearly 150 Vision Ambassadors 
representing all communities across 
our region, I'm asking you to visit 
www.ourgreatersandiegovision.org 
and contribute your voice to help 
decide the future of San Diego. 
Joyradost/Wlklcommont 
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by Nadia Garas 
The Living Room Cafe and Bistro 
is chic. It's groovy, modern, and 
even a little bit outlandish (in a good 
way, of course). The Living Room 
is well known in San Diego, with 
five different locations in Old Town, 
San Diego State University, Point 
Loma, La Jolla, and National City. 
They serve anything from delicious, 
mouthwatering sandwiches to 
decadent desserts and fabulous coffee. 
It attracts businessmen and hipsters 
alike, who all come together to enjoy 
the cool vibe that this funky little place 
has to offer. 
The Living Room is unique for 
a variety of reasons, and its growing 
popularity makes sense once you 
visit. It is themed like a living room, 
with vintage velvet couches bathed 
in a deep red and wooden tables 
with gnarled ends. They have grand 
portraits of aristocratic women and 
naked women, further creating an 
old-age-new-stage kind of cafe which 
people clearly enjoy. The music that 
plays is never too loud or soft, and as 
you chat with a friend or catch up on 
last week's reading, you will find that 
the trendy tunes that murmur above 
only add to the purr of this creative 
cafe. 
I just visited The Living Room the 
other day and was enchanted by their 
attempts to be edgy and different. The 
food comes out on a paper plate, one 
of their quirky touches. The silverware 
is real though, and the waiters and 
waitresses are especially attentive. 
Not to mention, the food is wonderful. 
They have everything, and everything 
tastes good. I've always thought 
that a truly good restaurant has truly 
good food and beverages, all the way 
down to their hot chocolate. If their 
hot chocolate is good, then you know 
these people care about what they are 
serving, because how easy would it to 
just put a little Nestle packet and some 
warm milk together instead of putting 
forth effort? Naturally, 1 ordered a hot 
chocolate, and as I expected, it was 
delicious and perfect, and I walked 
away from The Living Room that day 
feeling immensely satisfied. 
I would highly recommend 
visiting The Living Room, especially 
if you want to people-watch. The 
crowd that this place attracts is as 
interesting as the cafe itself. There was 
the hyper-studious girl in the back who 
was glued to her books and computer 
like she would lose her breath if she 
took her very eyes off of anything that 
wasn't academia. Then there was the 
businessman who talked to his partner 
about marketing strategy and revenue 
loud enough to where I could have 
repeated the business plan back to 
him an hour later. And then there was 
me, picking at my food, savoring my 
hot chocolate and loving every single 
minute of it. 
When I looked around, it felt like 
everyone had a kind of eerie respect 
for one another because of their ability 
to recognize the gem that is The 
Living Room. Kind of like. "Oh you 
found this too. Well then you must be 
somewhat rad if you like to hang out 
here like I do." 
At the heart of it all, places like 
The Living Room are what make San 
Diego such a great area to explore and 
visit. I love that you can be casually 
walking around the Museum of 
Modern Art one minute, then crave a 
coffee, then stumble into The Living 
Room, and then come back again and 
again because it makes you happy. 
Now all you have to do is forget about 
my hypothetical cliche and go enjoy 
The Living Room for yourself. Who 
knows what you may discover. 
How to become a refined TV junkie 
Photo courtesy ofThe Living Room 
by Ally Goodman 
The fall television premiere 
season is upon us. It can be equally 
exciting and overwhelming to 
prioritize what must-see shows are 
returning to the air and to refresh 
oneself where the favorites left off. As 
a self-proclaimed couch potato and 
television junkie, I deem it my duty 
to ease the campus's cluttered and 
overwhelmed minds by compacting 
and simplifying. I've compiled an 
overview of upcoming premieres of 
shows that pop culture would have 
us believe are absolutely necessary to 
Tivo in order to stay socially relevant. 
And I can't say I disagree. 




If you have not yet been peer pres­
sured to watch an episode, stop being 
so alternative and give in. The show's 
smart humor is unfortunately compact­
ed to only a brief half hour, but they 
make it count. Adopted daughter Lily 
has been recast as an older ethnic child 
who will begin speaking this season. 
With her incredibly flamboyant fathers, 
I can only imagine what her first words 
will be. Gloria is still smoking hot and 
the whole gang will be taking a fam­
ily vacation to a dude ranch. Let the 
Pritchett awkwardness begin. 
Premieres Wednesday Sept. 21, 
918c on ABC. Premieres Wednesday 
September 21, 9!8c on ABC. 
Glee 
Those of us who are confident 
enough to admit that we are 
completely obsessed with a television 
musical have been shamelessly 
awaiting this broadcast all summer 
long. Honestly, what is not to love? 
Outcasts breaking into sporadic 
song, club members incestuous PG 
relationships, and new characters to 
make appearances throughout Season 
3. Mercedes has a new man, we'll get 
to know Tina, Mike and Artie better 
and Coach Sue is more ridiculous and 
vengeful than ever. I beg you to give 
"Glee" a chance, and you will soon 
find yourself addicted to this guilty 
pleasure. 
Premieres Wednesday September 
21, 817c on Fox. 
Dexter 
It takes but one episode to 
become creepily obsessed with this 
hit show. Based on the book series 
by Jeff Lindsay, the character Dexter 
is an undercover psychopathic serial 
killer. He was trained by his late 
adoptive father to kill only corrupt 
villains by following a precise moral 
code. He lost his wife two seasons 
ago, and last season ended with 
him losing Lumen, the only woman 
he's ever had legitimate feelings 
for. The sixth season promises to be 
suspenseful as Dexter encounters an 
enemy unlike any before, as well as 
being confronted with the religious 
implications of his actions no matter 
how justified they may be. 
Premieres Sunday October 2, 
9/8c on Showtime. 
South Park 
One of the most upsetting 
realizations of the summer was that 
season 15 of South Park was broken 
into two halves. Although the season 
got off to a rocky start (The Human 
Centipad...Seriously? You can do 
better Trey Parker and Matt Stone.) 
it redeemed itself with traditionally 
inappropriate humor such as crack 
baby basketball. The second half 
will resume with the continuation of 
"You're Getting Old," in which Stan 
has a mid-life crisis following his 
10th birthday. I will wait on my futon 
with baited giggles until Cartman's 
fat cartoon face reappears on my 
television screen. 
Premieres Wednesday October 5, 
10pm on Comedy Central. 
House 
Seeing his favorite curvy lady 
Cuddy with a new man, House ended 
the season by driving his car into her 
home in a rage of jealousy. Season 
8 picks up a year later after House 
has spent some time in the slammer 
because of his actions. The brilliant, 
tormented doctor gains two new docs 
to his diagnostic team and continues 
to solve brain teaser illnesses. 
Premieres Monday October 3, 
9/8c on Fox. 
» m 
Workaholics 
Yeah, this is the one you never 
watched that would come on after 
South Park. If you are unfamiliar 
with this new Comedy Central show, 
I encourage you to watch the first 
season online immediately. Adam, 
Blake, and Anders are three young 
professionals carrying on the college 
dream lifestyle. They usually fail 
miserably at finding a balance between 
beer, weed, muscle, bromance and 
work deadlines. I can only imagine 
the hilarious mischief the three will 
encounter while struggling to make it 
to the office before noon. 
Premieres Tuesday September 20, 
10:30pm on^Comedy Central. 
FRI SEPT 16TH Bon Iver @ spreckles 
theater 8 pm 
SAT SEPT "17TH The Bloody Hollies @ 
the casbah 8pm 
SUN SEPT 18TH ke$ha @ SDSU 9 pm; 
Rascall Flatts@ Cricket Wireless 
theater 7 pm 
MON SEPT 19TH Country Bucks, 
Woodgrain, Heavy Glow @ soda bar 9 
pm 
TUES SEPT 20TH We Barbarians, ANR, 
The Howls @ soda bar 8:30 pm 
WED SEPT 21 ST Bright Eyes @ 
SOMA 7pm 
THURS SEPT 22ND dark star orchestra 
@ house of blues 7 pm 
FRI SEPT 23RD ladytron @ house of 
blues 7 pm 
SAT SEPT 24TH two door cinema club, 
grouplove, the lonely forest @ house of 
blues 7:30 pm 
SUN SEPT 25TH Balkan Beat Box w/ 
Wolfgang Von Cope @ Belly up 9 pm 
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Bassnectar pumps up the crowd during one of his increasingly popular shows. 
Photo Courtesy of Bassnectar 
Bassnectar plays hit show at Rimac Arena 
The popular DJ boasts hip sounds and a unique social awareness 
by Stesha Moore-Pavich 
"Do you like the bass?" is the 
rhetorical question asked throughout 
the song, as the bass pumps so strong 
it shakes every inch of your body. No 
matter how hard you try, there is no 
escaping the hard-hitting beat of the 
music. 
Lorin Ashton, better known as 
Bassnectar, definitely brings the bass. 
His avid followers, Bassheads, stand 
staring in shock and awe, letting the 
bass consume them. Bringing in the 
sounds of "Love Shack" by the B-52's, 
Bassnectar proves there is nothing 
too old, weird or out of the ordinary 
upon which to latch his hypnotizing 
melodies and bassline. While mixing 
the styles of classic techno music with 
dubstep and different surprise twists 
at any moment, he brings something 
new and original while sticking to his 
goal of spreading awareness through 
his music. 
The latest of his social impact-
driven endeavors is the Dollar Per 
Basshead campaign. At the end of 
every concert, every Basshead is 
encouraged to go to www.bassnectar. 
com and vote for their favorite from 
a list of preapproved charities. For 
every ticket sold during his 2011 fall 
tour, Bassnectar donates $1 to a pot 
of money. Each time the pot reaches 
$50,000, Bassnectar donates $25,000 
to the first place charity, $ 15,000 to the 
second, and $10,000 to the third. This 
round's charities include Freepress, 
Reachout.com, and AlterNet. While 
at the concert 1 had the privilege to 
speak with a representative from 
Reachout.com who was hanging out 
and enjoying the music. Reachout. 
com is an organization that helps 
teens cope with their everyday 
struggles, encompassing everything 
from gaining independence to suicide 
prevention. 
It's awesome he is doing this for 
us," the representative said. "Every 
nonprofit out there needs donations 
to keep helping out their cause, and if 
we can get even a little donation, it's 
a big help." 
Created as a social impact 
project, Bassnectar has torn into the 
music scene and become a staple for 
new and experimental versions of 
techno and dubstep. This focus on 
social and political awareness was 
clear in the concert's visual display. 
With the concert falling on the day 
before the 10th anniversary of Sept. 
11, the show's visual backdrop made 
references to the historic day. While 
the music banged in concertgoers' 
chests, images of a man strikingly 
similar to George W. Bush paraded 
through a storyline of tall skyscrapers, 
Pentagon replicas and high-flying 
planes. 
A relatively older crowd attended 
Saturday night's concert at the 
University of California San Diego's 
Rimac Arena. The setup attempted, 
not so subtly or successfully, to 
disguise the gym as a typical techno 
artist's venue. Regardless of the venue 
experience, the music mesmerized the 
crowd, letting them forget where they 
were and become engulfed by the 
music and the light show. 
Encore after encore closed 
the concert as the crowd gathered for 
a picture and smoke took over the 
arena. Bassnectar, with his sweaty 
hair down to his knees, left the stage 
and the lights came up. Regardless of 
how strong the bass is in your speakers 
at home, you have to experience 
Bassnectar live to really appreciate 
the artistry that he brings with his 




by Allie Bright 
This year, the Eta Rho chapter 
of the Alpha Phi sorority is hosting 
their 7th annual Red Dress Gala, a 
red tie event that raises money for 
the American Heart Association to 
combat heart disease, which is the 
No. 1 killer of women in the United 
States. 
The event, organized by seniors 
Ashley Elder and Alissa Kawahara, 
will be held at the Hyatt Regency 
Mission Bay Hotel on Saturday, 
October 1st. 
Alpha Phi hosts the Red Dress 
Gala every fall semester. Each 
member of the sorority reaches out to 
companies and organizations in and 
around San Diego, asking them for 
donations and/or gift baskets to put up 
for auction. 
At last year's Gala, a puppy, a 
safari in Africa, vacation homes in 
Tahoe and table service at some of San 
Diego's hottest nightclubs were just a 
few of the items auctioned. This year, 
more than 60 items will be sold in a 
silent auction, and other can't-miss 
items will be sold in the live auction. 
The night is set to begin at 6 p.m. 
with the silent auction, hors d'oeuvres, 
games, and a wine tasting. Following 
the silent auction, guests will enjoy 
a three-course meal, followed by the 
live auction. The night will end on the 
dance floor with music provided by a 
DJ. 
The Red Dress Gala also 
typically features guest speakers, who 
share their personal experiences and 
battles with heart disease. Speakers 
in the past have included Florence 
Henderson, best known for her 
character Carol Brady on the popular 
television series "The Brady Bunch." 
This year's speaker is Caitlin Cut, a 
young woman in her 20s who suffered 
a heart attack at a very young age. 
She recently shared her story at the 
University of California Irvine's Red 
Dress Gala. 
Tickets for the Red Dress Gala 
go on sale this week in the UC box 
office. The Alpha Phi sorority urges 
USD students to, "Go red for women 
who are suffering everyday from 
heart disease by wearing a favorite 
red dress, red tie, or any accent of 
red to the evening, and join in for an 
amazing night." 
USD Dance Company celebrates 
third year on campus 
by Carly Hanson 
The University of San Diego 
Dance Company is a new club on 
campus. Katie Peyman, currently a 
senior at USD, founded the club during 
the fall of 2009. Along with a few 
friends, Peyman created the club with 
the intention of it being a perfomance 
dance club, with the potential of 
someday becoming a competitive 
dance club. 
In order to have a group appfoved 
as a club a minimum of 10 members 
is required. A major concern for the 
founders of Dance Co. was the issue of 
finding enough people with a passion 
for dance who were willing to really 
commit to a club. 
The founders of the dance company 
reached out to just about anyone and 
everyone in hopes of finding enough 
interested students to make this dance 
dream a reality. 
After acquiring enough members, 
exactly 10 girls in fact, the USD Dance 
Co. was approved as an official club and 
practices began. According to Peyman, 
the small amount of girls allowed for 
tight bonds to form and laid a strong 
foundation for the club's future. The 
following spring semester brought the 
dance company's first set of tryouts. 
Peyman shares her feelings that 
day when she states that, "all of us 
were in shock at how many people 
showed up to audition. The girls were 
all extremely talented. 1 was ecstatic." 
Forty girls auditioned and the company 
accepted around twenty new members, 
significantly increasing the size of the 
group. 
Classes for Dance Co. have a 
unique format with the members acting 
as both participant and teacher. At the 
beginning of the semester members 
volunteer to sign up for a date and a 
genre of dance that they would like 
to teach to the group. Occasionally 
members choose to work together to 
choreograph a piece and jointly teach it 
to the class. 
Most girls in the group have a solid 
background in dance, each with their 
own specialty. Janet Chao, sophomore, 
excels at jazz whereas Nicole Olerich, 
also a sophmore, prefers hip-hop. Both 
girls' passion for dance is expressed 
when teaching the pieces they create 
for the group. 
Each class consists of a warm 
up stretch, across-the-floor technical 
exercises, and choreography. 
Choreography ranges anywhere from 
classical ballet and modem dance to 
hip-hop and Michael Jackson's Thriller 
dance with a broad range of very 
serious, technical pieces to upbeat, silly 
pieces. 
When preparing for a performance 
the class format is altered to focus 
primarily on the specific choreography 
for that performance. During those 
occasions, class begins with a period of 
warm up stretching and then skips the 
across-the-floor exercises to go straight 
into choreography. 
The club is now beginning its 
third year and has gained notoriety 
through participation in various events 
throughout the USD campus and the 
greater San Diego community. 
The company's first performance 
took place at the Relay for Life where 
they performed a peppy jazz piece. The 
club continues to return to the event 
each year to perform. This past year the 
group showed off their hip-hop skills 
whilst decked out in hot pink and black 
costumes at Kappa Kappa Gamma's 
America's Breast Dance Crew, placing 
them in 2nd place overall. A USD 
football game gave the group the 
opportunity to perform in front of a 
large crowd. During the fall of 2011 the 
girls participated in the Almost Famous 
talent show with a hard-hitting jazz and 
hip-hop number. 
The club continues to find new 
and exciting opportunities and has 
quite a few performances planned 
for this upcoming year including 






by Haley Earl-Lynn 
Despite the wave of all types 
of independent music stores losing 
business due to the Internet's growth. 
Music Mart of Solana Beach has 
stood tall. 
A music boutique filled with 
musical instruments to please all 
ranges of musicians, Music Mart is, 
according to its motto, "where it's 
okay to play." Continued success 
allowed Music Mart to create a public 
relations position just over a month 
ago, which was awarded to USD's 
own 2009 alumna Lauren Ruggles. 
Besides Ruggles, the Music Mart 
team is made up of highly dedicated 
and skilled personnel. Jerry Olshner 
originally opened the shop circa 1980 
and has been the owner ever since. 
James Austin, guitarist for the local 
band So Long Davey! is the store's 
operations manager. 
With a team of talented individuals 
who not only know their musical 
instruments but who also have a great 
passion for music, customers are sure 
to be treated to a special experience at 
Music Mart. 
Music Mart is successful for a 
few key reasons which set it apart 
from bigger music stores. First, Music 
Mart is the only official dealer on the 
West Coast of Maton guitars. These 
guitars, from Australia, are highly 
regarded and not easy to find. 
"Matons are amazing guitars 
with stunning sound and an amazing 
pick-up system," Ruggles said. "Well-
known guitarists that use them are 
Keith Urban, S lash, Josh Homme from 
Queens of the Stone Age, Ben Harper, 
Jack Johnson, Tommy Emmanuel, 
etc. George Harrison from the Beatles 
even used one too." 
Another key reason Music 
Mart has been able to expand 
recently is their online selection of 
USD Dance Company works on their routine in a recent practice inside the Sports Center. 
Photo by Carly Hanson 
Photo by Haley Earl-Lynn 
unique boutique gear, accessible to 
customers worldwide. So while the 
Solana Beach home front offers local 
San Diegans a place to come test out 
musical equipment before making 
a purchase, the online store offers 
access to unique items, such as the 
Maton guitar, which are not available 
at a typical Guitar Center. 
Music Mart prides itself on 
maintaining a small "mom and pop 
shop" vibe. Customer service is a 
priority, which has allowed Music 
Mart to maintain a loyal base of 
customers. 
A repair shop is available inside 
the store, and music lessons are 
offered from Music Mart teachers. 
The inventory inside the store is 
updated and changed constantly, so 
clients are encouraged to come in 
often, if even just to play around with 
some of the new equipment. 
Music Mart is located in Solana 
Beach, right by Belly Up Tavern, at 
122 South Solana Hills Drive. If you 
happen to be heading out to Belly Up 
for a show anytime soon, you should 
swing by Music Mart and check out 
what they have to offer beforehand. 
Coming up this month, Music 
Mart is offering a master fingerstyle 
workshop with Grammy-winning 
guitarist Ed Gerhard. 
Also, given the financial state 
many college students find themselves 
in, Music Mart has rental options 
which may be a more affordable way 
for students to get their hands on top 
of the line equipment. 
Check out what they offer online 
at www.musicmartusa.com. You 
can also follow them on Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/MusicMartOnline 
and check them out on Facebook 
at http://www.facebook.com/ 
MusicMartOnline for special sales or 
offers and even a glimpse at what the 
Music Mart staff is currently listening 
to. 
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By Mark Pelk'a 
The entire spring and most of the 
summer had me wondering if there 
would be any pro sports worth watch­
ing next season. With the National 
Football League and the National 
Basketball Association both experi­
encing lockouts, it seemed unlikely. 
Fortunately, one of the most profitable 
sports organizations in the country, the 
NFL, found a way to resolve the dif­
ferences between the players and the 
owners, and football, opened up its 
season this past weekend. 
But before 1 talk about profession­
al football, college football's rocky 
summer must be mentioned. College 
football was shrouded in scandal, first 
with Ohio State covering up that their 
players were selling memorabilia and 
then with Miami's players receiving 
gifts from boosters. 
However, with the kickoff to the 
college season happening two weeks 
ago, the average fan has forgotten 
many of these problems, primarily 
because the games have just been that 
good. In week one, No. 3 ranked Or­
egon faced off against No. 4 LSU in a 
much-anticipated matchup. The game 
drew a large national crowd and ended 
up being a blowout in LSU's favor. 
This past weekend, Michigan 
matched up against Notre Dame. It 
was the first night game that Michi­
gan had ever hosted and ended up be­
ing a thriller. Notre Dame led most of 
the game, leading Michigan 24-7 at 
one point in the third quarter. Michi­
gan quarterback Denard Robinson led 
Michigan all the way back and went 
on to the throw the game-winning 
touchdown with just two seconds to 
go-
Even our own football team is 
off to a fantastic start. In week one, 
the Toreros defeated Azusa Pacific 
in a shootout. The teams combined 
for seven touchdowns in the fourth 
quarter. In week two, they defeated 
Western New Mexico in a blowout. 
Quarterback Mason Mills is off to a 
fast start and seems to be on the same 
page with his wide receivers this sea­
son, while senior defensive end Mario 
Kurn is picking up from were he left 
off last season. 
With college football off to a great 
start, I was hoping that the NFL would 
follow in its footsteps. It did. 
After a great offseason, the Ea­
gles, led by quarterback Mike Vick, 
kicked-off against the Rams and 
showed that the money they spent ac­
quiring talent was well worth it. Vick 
looked like the Vick of old and easily 
led them to a victory. 
Five division winners from last 
season lost their first games of this 
season. More surprising is that most 
of them were blown out in the pro­
cess. The Peyton Manning-less Colts 
didn't look sharp with backup quar­
terback Kerry Collins and paid the 
price against a Houston Texans team 
that is finally trying to make the jump 
the playoffs. The Pittsburgh Steelers 
turned the ball over seven times and 
lost to the Baltimore Ravens by a large 
margin. Atlanta's powerful offense 
was held to zero offensive touchdowns 
against the Chicago Bears. Most sur­
prising of all was that the Buffalo Bills 
put away last year's AFC West Cham­
pions, the Kansas City Chiefs. With 
all of these division winners falling in 
week one, many teams will be poised 
for a breakthrough year. 
San Diego's own, the Chargers, 
is one of.these teams. Last year the 
Chargers again had one of their typi­
cal slow starts. However, unlike years 
before, their late push was not enough, 
and they never recovered. They did 
not make the playoffs. The Chargers 
had the No. 1 offense and the No. I 
defense, but their special teams play 
prevented them from having any suc­
cess. It seemed as though they would 
give up at least one touchdown each 
game from spotty special teams play. 
This year was going to be differ­
ent. The Chargers came in to this sea­
son with a sense of urgency. However, 
on the first play of the game against 
the Vikings, Vikings return man Percy 
Harvin returned the kick-off back for 
a touchdown, and it had us all sigh­
ing, "Not again." The Chargers did 
make adjustments and won the game, 
as quarterback Philip Rivers found his 
rhythm in the fourth quarter. 
Now with football back, there will 
now always be something to watch on 
TV every Saturday and Sunday. 
Toreros' football off to 2-0 start with 
win against Western New Mexico 
By Chris Hanneke 
One of the big questions 
surrounding the 2011 UniversityofSan 
Diego football team was who would 
replace star wide receiver Godfrey 
Smith as the go-to man for redshirt 
sophomore quarterback Mason Mills. 
After Saturday's convincing 30-10 
drubbing of Western New Mexico at 
Torero Stadium, the answer to that 
question seems to be Brandon White. 
"Brandon really stepped up for 
us when we needed him," senior 
defensive end Mario Kurn said. 
White, the 6-foot-3 true freshman 
had seven catches for 119 yards and 
two touchdowns on the evening. His 
first score was a 24-yard reception 
that capped a seven-play opening 
drive which covered 67 yards and set 
the tone for the balanced attack the 
Toreros' offense would bring the rest 
of the game. 
The defense pitched in as well and 
also set the tone early. After the two 
teams traded possessions following 
the White score, the Mustangs were 
moving the ball nicely and looked 
poised to even up the game. That's 
when junior cornerback Ryan Costa 
picked off David Ingram's pass and 
ran it back 88 yards for a touchdown, 
giving the Toreros a much more 
comfortable 14-0 lead. 
Back on the offensive side, the 
Toreros were able to find success 
rushing the ball, something they 
weren't nearly as effective at in the 
previous win against Azusa Pacific 
(they averaged just 2.9 yards per 
carry), which was won largely thanks 
to the arm of Mills. Senior running 
back Phil Morelli had some good runs 
early and finished the game with 12 
carries for 55 yards, but he left the 
game early in the second half and 
never returned after suffering what 
appeared to be a leg injury, which he 
confirmed after the game. 
"It's an MCL sprain," Morelli 
said, "and I will likely be out for 
three weeks. I have an MRI later this 
week which should give me more 
information." 
But even before their veteran 
back went down, head coach Ron 
Caragher's decision to start sophomore 
Kenny James in the backfield proved 
to be a wise one. James brought speed 
out the backfield that hadn't been 
seen from this Toreros team in quite 
some time, weaving in and out of the 
Mustangs' defense all night, racking 
up 90 yards on 12 carries, including 
a seven-yard touchdown run (the first 
rushing TD of his career) late in the 
fourth quarter, which capped a 94-
yard Toreros' drive and put the team 
up 30-3. James, who had just 17 yards 
rushing coming into the season, and 
only 35 yards on the ground last week 
against Asuza Pacific, was just happy 
to be in the game in the first place. 
"I'm thankful for the opportunity 
to finally show what I can do," James 
said. "This team has a lot of heart and 
fight." 
Even with all of the help on 
the ground, it was still Mills who 
continued to solidify his position as 
the leader of the offense. His 402 
yards and 4 touchdowns against 
Azusa Pacific earned him Pioneer 
League Player of the Week honors 
and quelled many of the question 
marks surrounding his legitimacy as 
a starting quarterback coming into 
the season. While his performance 
against the Mustangs was not nearly 
as flashy as the one he gave against 
Azusa Pacific, it was just as effective. 
Mills displayed game management 
skills that were sorely lacking from 
the quarterback position last season, 
pacing the offense along with the 
aforementioned rushing attack by 
throwing for 221 yards and two 
scores. 
The defense, which faced its own 
set of high expectations coming into 
the season, looked much better after 
allowing 40 points the week prior. 
The interception by Costa was the 
highlight, but redshirt junior Jamil 
Wade added a pick of his own in the 
end zone midway through the fourth 
quarter, which essentially secured 
the game for the Toreros. Kurn also 
continued his torrid start, collecting 
one sack and three tackles for a loss, 
one of which appeared to actually 
be a sack as well. Redshirt junior 
safety Joey York also pitched in with 
a team-high six tackles, and added at 
least two huge hits to break up passes 
throughout the course of the game. 
It's difficult to tell whether the 
lopsided final was more a result of 
great play by the Toreros or poor play 
by Western New Mexico, but even if 
it was a combination of the two, the 
team now sits at 2-0 heading into a 
huge matchup this coming weekend 
on the road at UC Davis, a notoriously 
talented team that will be the true test 
of how legitimate this USD team 
really is. 
"We've got a lot of work to 
do still to get ready for UC Davis," 
Kurn said. "We're excited for the 
challenge." 
Kickoff is set for this Saturday, 
Sept. 17, at 6 p.m. at UC Davis. 
LEFT: Freshman Brandon White lines up for a snap against Western New Mexico on Sept. 10. White finished with seven catches for 119 yards and two touchdowns. RIGHT: Senior Dustin Geyer (left) and RS sophomore Blake Oliaro line up to block a punt. 
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Sophomore Chloe Ferrari goes up for a spike. Ferrari has been a key factor in the women's volleyball team earning a No. 17 national ranking. 
Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics 
By Scott Brace 
The USD women's volleyball team 
has started a perfect 10-0 this season, 
already claiming three tournament vic­
tories along the way. 
The team, which began the season 
ranked No. 20 in the nation, cruised to 
victory in its season opener with a 3-0 
drubbing of the Long Island University 
Blackbirds. With sophomores Chloe 
Ferrari leading the team with 16 kills 
and Rachel Alvey posting a career high 
34 assists, the Blackbirds could not cope 
with the Toreros' dominating offense. 
The win was the first of three matches 
the team would play in the Fresno State 
University Classic. 
Next on the tournament menu was 
the California Polytechnic State Univer­
sity Mustangs, a team that forced USD 
to draw on all its talent, as the match 
headed in to a five-set thriller. Facing 
three match points at 11-14 in the fifth 
set, junior Carrie Baird came up with 
back-to-back kills to help spark the To­
reros' defense. Along with two block as­
sists, Baird's kill helped the Toreros end 
the game on a 5-0 streak and steal the 
match 3-2. 
In the final game of the tournament 
and with the championship on the line, 
USD brushed away their next opponent, 
the Fresno State University Bulldogs, 
in three easy sets. Baird was again the 
offensive spark as she recorded a team-
high 13 kills. 
"We're just trying to get into a 
rhythm and build some team chemis­
try," redshirt junior and libero Kandiss 
Anderson said. "We've started well, but 
it's early in the season and we still have 
a lot to improve." 
Following the successful trip up 
north, the Toreros returned home to host 
the University of California Riverside 
Highlanders, Northeastern University 
Huskies and Missouri State University 
Bears in the USD Invitational at the Jen­
ny Craig Pavilion. The pattern of win­
ning remained the same as USD swept 
all three teams en route to becoming 
tournament champions. 
The Toreros looked sharp in their 
first home outing against the Huskies. 
After a tight first set which favored USD 
28-26, Anderson switched with sopho­
more Cera Oliveira at the libero posi­
tion, a move which helped free up the 
USD attack. The team then rolled in the 
next two sets as junior Amber Tatsch, 
By Scott Brace 
The summer of 2011 was a period 
of transformation for USD men's golf 
team. In early July, head coach Tim 
Mickelson announced his resignation 
from the program after eight years to 
accept the head coaching position at his 
alma mater, Arizona State University. 
Mickelson was instrumental in trans­
forming the Toreros from one of the 
weakest teams in the West Coast Con­
ference to a regular threat in postseason 
play. Under Mickelson's guidance, the 
Toreros were able to reach three con­
secutive NCAA tournament appear­
ances, including last season, in which 
the team finished in a tie for 16th place. 
The end of the season also forced 
the Toreros to wave goodbye to five 
seniors. Graduates Gunner Wiebe and 
Ben Murray have since joined the 
professional ranks. Wiebe has already 
notched up a third place finish in the 
By Victor Sanchez 
The USD women's soccer team 
recently completed a busy weekend 
at the University of Southern Califor­
nia Trojan Invitational, with games 
against the Oklahoma State Univer­
sity Cowgirls and the University of 
Texas Longhorns at McAlister field in 
Los Angeles. 
This past Friday, Sept. 9, senior 
Stephanie Ochs scored a pair of goals 
against the Longhorns to give the To­
reros a 2-1 victory. It was also Ochs' 
second multi-goal game of the season. 
With the victory, the Toreros snapped 
the Longhorns' five-match winning 
streak and improved their record to 
5-2-0. 
The team was tested again on 
Sunday, Sept. 11 when they faced 
off against Oklahoma State, which 
is ranked No. 4 in the nation. Going 
into the game, the Cowgirls were un­
defeated with a record of 8-0-0, with 
notable wins of 1-0 against Creighton 
University and 7-0 against the Uni-
Baird and Ferrari all recorded double-
digit kills. 
Following their fourth victory of 
the year, the Toreros arrived at the JCP 
facing a double header. After quickly 
shutting down UC Riverside in an early 
morning match, USD returned to the 
court to face Missouri State, knowing 
for the second time in this short season 
that a win would see them become tour­
nament champions. 
In the first two sets the Toreros 
continued in dominating fashion as 
they cruised to a 2-0 lead. The third 
set, however, would see Missouri State 
gain some momentum as they led USD 
throughout much of the game. Trailing 
19-22, sophomore Katie Hoekman went 
to work on both the offensive and defen- " 
sive ends, chipping in with two blocks 
and a kill. The effort ignited USD to 
finish the match on a 7-2 run. For her 
stellar play, Hoekman was named tour­
nament MVR 
"We' ve been working on our blocks 
in practice this whole week," Hoekman 
said. "That was a big emphasis for us, so 
2011 Colorado Open, while Murray 
was a recent winner on the Dakotas 
Tour. 
An unexpected departure from 
the team was sophomore-to-be Manav 
Shah. Shah, who was runner-up in last 
year's NCAA Regional Championship, 
enjoyed a successful summer of golf 
before transferring to UCLA. 
Three incoming freshman and 
one transferring athlete from Villanova 
have joined the remaining members of 
last year's talented team. Former assis­
tant coach, Cory Scoggin, has been ap­
pointed head coach and has stated that 
he expects great things for the program 
this coming season. 
"I expect us to return and have 
a chance to compete for a national 
championship," Scoggin said. "We're 
a young team that has a lot of talent. 
There will be bumps along the way, but 
in the end my expectations are as they 
have always been - to compete for a 
national championship." 
Scoggin is not new to the pres-
versity of Arkansas Little Rock. 
The Toreros fought hard, but 
suffered a tough 2-1 loss against the 
Cowgirls. Oklahoma State netted the 
first goal in the 57th minute, but USD 
senior Natalie Garcia scored just eight 
minutes later to even things up at one 
goal apiece. Oklahoma State scored 
what would be the game-winning 
goal in the 69th minute, when Kyn-
dall Treadwell's shot from 25 yards 
out was deflected into the goal. 
This year, the women's soccer 
team has been ranked as high as No. 
20 in the Soccer America Top 25 poll, 
thanks in part to seniors Ochs and 
Garcia leading the charge. Ochs has 
collected a team-high six goals and, 
with three goals this season, Garcia, 
a defender, has proven to be a key 
scoring threat in addition to being the 
leader on the defensive side. 
Both captains also have inter­
national play on their resumes, with 
Garcia playing for Mexico in this past 
year's FIFA Women's World Cup and 
Ochs playing on the United States' 
under-23 national team. 
it was really great to see that we could 
integrate that into our game. They were 
really big blocks and clutch plays. We 
just shut them down towards the end." 
With the win, USD was rewarded 
with a jump up to No. 19 in the national 
rankings. 
This past weekend, the Toreros 
travelled to the East Coast where they 
faced much tougher opponents, starting 
with the No. 21 Duke University Blue 
Devils. Using a balanced attack with 
four USD players recording double digit 
kills, the Toreros shoved aside the Blue 
Devils and took the match 3-1. 
"This is a big stepping stone for 
us and where we want to go," Anderson 
said after the win. "It was awesome to 
play a big team and beat them on their 
home court, especially when they have 
a crowd who did a pretty good job at 
heckling us." 
Since the win over Duke, USD 
has matched up against the University 
of North Carolina Tar Heels and the 
Arizona State University Sun Devlis in 
the Carolina Classic. By sweeping both 
« 
sures of being at the helm of a colle­
giate program. Prior to joining the staff 
at USD, Scoggin was the head coach 
for a year at California State Univer­
sity San Marcos. Although he admits 
that it will be difficult to follow in the 
footsteps of the incredible run that the 
Toreros have had over the past three 
seasons, he is positive about what the 
new lineup can achieve. 
"We have lost six people from last 
year," Scoggin said, "which leaves us 
with a very young team. But this is a 
year of opportunity for others to step 
up and make a name for themselves. 
The talent is there, and as long as we 
improve throughout the year, we are 
going to be right there at the end of the 
season." 
Two notable Toreros returning 
are senior Alex Ching and junior Leon 
Knoll. Ching's accolades include be­
ing named the 2011 West Coast Con­
ference Player of the Year and USD 
Athletics' Torero of the Year, as well as 
being included on the 2011 Ben Hogan 
teams 3-0, the Toreros tied a school re­
cord for the best start to a season. 
"We're doing really well," Hoek­
man said. "We're a young team, but 
that's not going to stop us. We want to 
go undefeated. We're going to take ev­
ery game as it is, and we're just hoping 
to continue our streak." 
The last game for the Toreros on 
the East Coast swing was against the 
Georgia Southern University Eagles, 
the final game in the Carolina Classic. 
After splitting the first two sets with the 
Eagles, the Toreros came out firing on 
all cylinders, using a 14-4 run to blow 
the set wide open. The fourth and final 
set was much of the same as Tatsch was 
in top form, posting a career-high 19 
kills. 
The win marks the Toreros' third 
tournament victory of the year and 
now means that at 10-0, they are off to 
the best start in the program's history. 
USD's next match will be this coming 
Friday in the Jenny Craig Pavilion at 7 
p.m. as the team hosts its second home 
tournament of the year. 
Award watch list, which recognizes 
the outstanding male amateur and col­
legiate golfer of the year. Knoll, from 
South Africa, has been working on his 
game over the summer to maintain the 
form that once helped him boast a No. 
34 world ranking. 
"It's really great to see Leon play­
ing so well just from this first week 
of practice," Scoggin said. "I am also 
pleasantly surprised with what I saw 
from the new team members this week, 
and I think their hard work is going to 
show throughout the season." 
The Toreros tee up for the first 
time in competition this weekend at 
the Mark Simpson Invitational, hosted 
by the University of Colorado. Ranked 
No. 23 in the nation by Golfstat, the 
Toreros are favored to come away with 
a win. However, they are determined 
not to get ahead of themselves. 
"We are going to take it one shot at 
a time," Scoggin said. "And hopefully 
at the end of the week the results will 
have fallen in our favor." 
By Chris Hanneke 
I wrote a "top 10 stories of summer 
2011" for our first issue this year, and for 
No. 4, I wrote a little bit about NCAA 
scandals, which have become a staple of 
summer the past few years. 
I initially wrote a lot more, but we 
only had so much space for the issue, so 
I thought "Hey, I'll take all of this extra 
stuff and turn it into a column!" 
Since the time I made that decision, 
the Columbia Journalism Review pub­
lished a lengthy piece that made many 
of the points I made in this column. 
This isn't to accuse them of pla­
giarism, since they obviously wouldn't 
consult me beforehand, but it is rather 
my way of absolving myself from any 
cries of plagiarism some readers may 
possibly have that read that piece before 
reading this one. I know I have no proof 
other than my word, but I can assure you, 
dear reader, the following column was 
written entirely before I encountered the 
brilliant piece in the CJR, which I still 
encourage to read along with this. 
Here's the issue with the NCAA. 
For years, before things like the Inter­
net allowed average Joes to voice their 
opinions with a simple punching of 
some fingers and click of a button, the 
bigwigs in charge of the NCAA cham­
pioned a message that resonated with an 
America that didn't have said Internet to 
raise contrary opinion. The message was 
simple: The NCAA would allow student 
athletes the opportunity to pursue an 
education, mostly for free, and in ex­
change these student athletes would play 
a sport that they were really good at. 
The system worked because there 
was no such thing as TV contracts and 
it was much more difficult for a program 
or an athlete to gain exposure. The illu­
sion of amateurism (which the NCAA 
still operates under to this day) worked 
because, while the athletes weren't 
making any money, those in charge 
weren't exactly swimming in it either. 
When schools threatened this amateur­
ism by giving players benefits under 
the table (yes, oftentimes these benefits 
came from people not affiliated with 
the school) they were quickly chastised 
and penalized for daring to threaten the 
status quo. Journalists were unofficially 
enlisted as the police of this system. 
Those writers hoping to make a name 
for themselves could uncover a scandal 
and have their name plastered on news­
papers all across the country. 
This is where the system is so out­
dated today. The NCAA still operates 
under the misguided belief that an edu­
cation is proper payment for the services 
the athletes provide. Nevermind that 
most of these athletes can't even pursue 
the education they actually want because 
they have practice during the classes 
they'd like to take. Nevermind that those 
in charge are now ^taking millions upon 
millions of dollars by spending less time 
in the office than those unpaid athletes 
spend on the field. 
Meanwhile, with NCAA records 
easier to access than ever before, it is 
now easier than ever for these aspiring 
journalists to uncover a wrongdoing 
within a certain academic institution. 
In uncovering these wrongdoings, that 
aspiring journalist still gets his name in 
newspapers all across the country. 
Charles Robinson, who broke the 
University of Miami scandal on Yahoo, 
is now in line to win a Pulitzer Prize for 
his reporting. But what he did wasn't 
anything truly noble. He simply got a 
story that only existed in the first place 
because of the flawed system of ama­
teurism that the NCAA currently oper­
ates under. All the Robinson piece really 
does is further push the NCAA agenda 
so they can again stand on their pile of 
money and shout "Shame on you" to 
Miami while their sham continues. 
The true Pulitzer-worthy work 
would fuel an entirely different discus­
sion, one that doesn't condemn players, 
but asks why this keeps happening. 
The NCAA doesn't really care if a 
school gets busted. They can slap them 
with a fine, retroactively revoke wins 
and dock them a few recruits. In the 
meantime, they maintain the illusion of 
amateurism and those in the suits still get 
to make their millions while those that 
dared to benefit financially from their 
public profile are punished even as they 
move on to a real career (see Pryor, Ter-
relle). The oppressors will always have 
a leg up on the oppressed until those in 
charge of protecting the oppressed stop 
serving the oppressors and champion 
real change. 




ney Parsons has 
achieved two 
shutouts so far in 
the 2011 season. 
Playing in every 
game this season, 
Parsons has estab­
lished herself as a 
solid goalkeeper 
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will return to Tore­
ro Stadium on Fri­
day, Sept. 16 when 
they face Long 
Beach State Uni­
versity at 7:30 p.m. Senior Stephanie Ochs drives past a University of Portland defender in a scored two goals in a Sept. 9 contest against the University ofTexas. 
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Toreros' men's golf team still with high 
expectations, despite summer changes 
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Men's soccer on three-game win streak 
By Tyler Wilson 
The University of San Diego 
men's soccer team was picked to finish 
second in the West Coast Conference, 
but with experienced players such as 
junior forward Patrick Wallen, the de­
fending WCC player of the year and 
senior forward Stephen Posa, a four 
year starter, expectations seemed to be 
much higher than a second place finish. 
"Posa's a complete player," head 
coach Seamus McFadden said. "He 
works so hard and he sets an example 
for all the other players. He's the cap­
tain of the team and leads by example." 
After a rough 0-2 start to the sea­
son, these expectations had certainly 
not been met. A tough 1-0 road loss 
to the No. 17 University of California 
Irvine Anteaters and then a freakish 
4-2 defeat at the hands of the Drake 
University Bulldogs in the USD Nike 
Classic, a game in which Drake scored 
three goals within a five minute span, 
put a damper to an otherwise optimistic 
season. 
"We went up 1-0 in the Drake 
game," coach McFadden said. "We 
were handling them for the first 25 
minutes, but five minutes of bad luck 
and poor defending on corner kicks did 
us in. The ball just fell really kindly for 
them and we had penalty kick blocked. 
It's one that got away. We weren't 
ready." 
But all was not lost as optimism 
was regained in USD's annual match 
up against the San Diego State Univer­
sity Aztecs. With over 3,000 spectators 
in attendance at Torero Stadium, the 
Toreros would not disappoint. 
The Aztecs struck first in the 8th 
minute of play when John Pegg re­
ceived a cross that gave him a one-on-
one opportunity with Toreros goalie 
Adam Campbell. Pegg used this oppor­
tunity to his advantage and snuck the 
ball past Campbell to take a 1-0 lead. 
USD was not going to settle for an 
0-3 start, and redshirt sophomore Dan­
iel Meade made sure of it. Just 12 min­
utes after the Aztec's goal, Meade fired 
a 25-yard rocket past the Aztec goalie 
to even things up at one. 
Still knotted up at one in the sec­
ond half, the Toreros had two golden 
opportunities to put the game away, 
one by Wallen in the 55th minute and 
the other by Posa in the 80th minute. 
Wallen missed a wide open opportu­
nity and Posa hit the post on a diving 
header. 
With these opportunities missed, 
the game seemed inevitably headed 
for a tie. But in the 88th minute, Posa 
capitalized on a rebound from a shot by 
Wallen and scored the game-winning 
goal. 
This dramatic victory against the 
Aztecs was just what the Toreros need­
ed to gain the necessary momentum to 
live up to their expectations. After a 
week of rest, the Toreros were ready to 
move forward with this momentum on 
their side. 
"To get something out of the San 
Diego State game was very reward­
ing," coach McFadden said. 
On Friday, Sept. 9 the Toreros 
took on the University of Pennsylvania 
Quakers in Torero Stadium. This game 
witnessed another slow start for the 
Toreros, though the Quakers were un­
able to capitalize on these early Torero 
mistakes. 
In the 19th minute, Penn's Chris­
tian Barreiro had a shot hit off the post 
and then just minutes later, Stephen 
Baker was stopped short by Camp­
bell, which proved to be the save of the 
night for the Toreros. 
Soon after these miscues, the To­
reros regained composure when ju­
nior midfielder Christian Duke placed 
a perfect cross into senior midfielder 
Charles Blase. Blase immediately shot 
the ball from six yards out for the To­
reros' only goal of the half and conse­
quently their only shot of the half as 
well. 
Blase's goal turned out to be the 
game-winner as the Toreros defense 
held strong despite a 13-6 advantage 
in shots for the Quakers. USD brought 
their record back to .500 after this vic­
tory and were not done winning for the 
weekend. 
On Sunday, Sept. 11, the Toreros 
faced the Manhattan College Jaspers 
and enjoyed their first comfortable vic­
tory of the season by a score of 4-0. It 
was the first time since Oct. 25, 2009 
against Loyola Marymount University 
that USD had scored four goals in a 
game. 
The Toreros certainly capitalized 
on a 23-5 advantage in shots as Duke, 
sophomore defender Elijah Galbraith-
Knapp, junior midfielder Conor Mc­
Fadden and freshman Joey Dei Rossi 
all tallied goals on the day. 
Currently at 3-2 and on a three 
game winning streak, the Toreros cer­
tainly have the momentum going into 
their next game, which is against the 
University of California Los Angeles 
Bruins on Sunday in Torero Stadium at 
5 p.m. 
"It's a winnable game at home," 
coach McFadden said. "We had chanc­
es to win it last year, but lost 3-2 in a 
heart breaker in overtime. Hopefully 
we can avenge last year's loss." 
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LEFT: Senior Stephen Posa squares up tor a shot against Dartmouth in a game from last season. Posa scored the game-winner in the 88th minute against San Diego State University on Sept 4. RIGHT: Junior Dan Delgado takes on two Dartmouth defenders in a game last year. 
